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CEDARS

Remember that day
Chewbacca spoke
in chapel? Wait.
You missed it??
Good thing
our cameras didn’t...

This is a test of the
Emergenc y Wor ldv iew System

— See Center Spread

THURSDAY, A PRIL 6, 2006
Weekend Weather
Friday

61˚/54˚

The Student Newspaper of Cedarville University

· Bethany Sibbitt ·

“First, do no harm.”
These crucial words, taken
from
the Hippocratic Oath,
Sunday
have hovered at the center of
47/32˚
a debate spanning the past
decade. Scientists and layperFeatures
sons alike argue about issues
such as abortion, stem cell
research, and euthanasia—all
the while questioning the extent to which medicine should
Always getting Uzbekistan, seek to preserve life. ChrisKyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan tians face a heightened probmixed up? Yeah, us too... lem when these issues seem to
interfere with their conception
—PAGE 2
of the nature of God.
In order to bolster discussion on these important topics, Cedarville University is
actively working to advance
a Biblical understanding of
Does anyone else find it
ethics. A debate held Tuesday
interesting that Cedarville
night on physician-assisted
promotes an event where
suicide (PAS) was the most
one can get free beer?
We’ll let you mull it over... recent opportunity for the stu—PAGE 7 dent body to consider differing
viewpoints on a major issue in
bioethics.
The debate, moderated by

Battle of the
Bands

JOSH WILCOX | CEDARS

International
Culture

Dr. Dennis Sullivan addresses bioethics issues at Tuesday’s conference.

Ellen Belcher of the Dayton
Daily News, involved three opposing viewpoints articulated
by experts in their fields. Participating in the event were Dr.
Anne McWilliams, Dr. Robert
Reece, and Cedarville’s own
Dr. Dennis Sullivan.
McWilliams serves as Assistant Professor of Pastoral

· Joe Dugan ·
News Editor

These guys had better
start losing, because we’re
running out of synonyms
for the word “awesome”...

A federal jury ruled Monday that al-Qaeda conspirator Zacharias Moussaoui is
eligible for the death penalty,
based on the conclusion that
his lies to the FBI led to at
least one death on 9/11.
Refusing to stand for
the verdict, Moussaoui was

silent during the proceedings. As he was led out of
the courtroom, he shouted:
“You’ll never get my blood.
God curse you all!”
Moussaoui was found
guilty on each of the three
counts against him: conspiracy to commit international
terrorism, conspiracy to destroy aircraft, and conspiracy
to use weapons of mass de-

—PAGE 14

C ONTINUED
PAGE 5
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struction. Jurors found that
the 37-year-old Frenchman
intentionally lied to FBI officials on August 16-18, 2001,
and that he did so with the
expectation that at least one
person would be killed as a
result.
A total of nearly 3,000
people were killed.
C ONTINUED
PAGE 3
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Blue Jacket Books: Culture in Xenia

Cedar Faces
Victoria Fiorelli (10), and
Dr. Gerson MorenoRiano (10)

· Nate Washatka ·
Staff Writer

Elizabeth Svendsen owns:
more
than 12,000 books, acaEntertainment
demic
degrees from two Ivy
V for Vendetta
League schools, one horse, two
goats, two cats, no kids, an interest in nature, and a few copies of a book—which she cowrote with her father—about
the real-life history of magical
lore found in the Harry Potter
series.
She also owns a bookstore,
SEE PAGE

Care and Counseling at the
United Theological Seminary
in Dayton. She argued in favor
of PAS, or “dying with dignity” as she chose to term it.
Reece, founding Chair
of the Wright State School of

Moussaoui Eligible for Death Penalty

Men’s Track

called Blue Jacket Books, located in downtown Xenia.
And while Svendsen is fond
of her other possessions—the
horse in particular—it is that
last one that has been most on
her mind of late.
“Owning a used bookstore
has been more work than I
expected,” said Svendsen. “I
enjoy it, but I find I haven’t had
time for much else.”
Svendsen, a Xenia resident,
opened Blue Jacket Books
(BJB) less than two months

8
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· Heidi Charlton ·

Saturday

If you’re looking for
something disturbing in
this issue, here it is . . . .

$23,000.00

Senior Banquet to
CU Hosts Bioethics Debate Junior
Have ‘20s Flair
Contributing Writer

Thomas
Kinkade

CEDARS_5411

Blue Jacket Books has nearly 9,000 works on display.

ago. Her store is housed in an
old brick building on South
Detroit Street, along the same
stretch of storefronts that includes a sub shop and the Xenia
Daily Gazette. Prior to hosting
BJB, the building had served
as a medical supply store, an
antique shop, and a record
store. Svendsen has roughly
9,000 books on display in the
spacious gallery, and another
4,000 or so in storage.
“I have plenty of really
good books in storage,” she
said. “But I have literally a
mountain of books—old reference books and things no
one will ever read—sitting in
my pull-barn at home. I don’t
know what to do with them; I
try to ignore them. Sometimes
I let the goats nibble on them.”
Svendsen does a good part
of her business online; she has
been dealing books over the
C ONTINUED
PAGE 8
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At the last big event before graduation, seniors will
have the unique opportunity to
spend time with classmates in a
formal setting.
This year the annual Junior-Senior (J/S) banquet will
be held Friday, April 28 at the
Cincinnati Museum Center at
Union Terminal. According to
the official website, the Museum Center was “originally built
in 1933 as the Union Terminal
train station, [and] the building was declared a National
Historic Landmark in 1977.”
Located one mile northwest of
the city center, the building underwent substantial renovation
in the late ’80s. It reopened as
Cincinnati Museum Center in
1990.
This year’s J/S is planned
specifically for seniors by a
board of five juniors. Jessica
Glass chairs the committee,
Christina Taylor serves as the
marketing and logistics director, Sarah Baczek as the creative director, Katie Chasnov
as the visual director, and Phil
Woodbury as the financial di-

rector. With 900 available tickets, this year’s banquet will be
the largest ever. “We’d love to
sell out,” said Taylor.
The Junior-Senior banquet
is open to all classes including
freshmen and sophomores, but
the emphasis of the night is on
seniors. Tickets are priced at
$37 per person, and students
C ONTINUED ON
PAGE 3

Discussing Free Speech
· Joe Dugan & Nate Washatka · ing the freedom of speech, or
News Editor | Staff Writer

Free speech: all the cool kids
are talking about it.
The idea of free speech is
foundational to a contemporary
understanding of democracy.
Americans cite the First Amendment in courtrooms and in the
public sphere in an effort to better
understand the reach and limitations of their freedom of expression: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridg-

of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.”
Of course, while the federal
government has little or no power
to restrict free speech, depending
on one’s point of view, private
insitutions are exempt from this
all-inclusive policy. Particularly
on America’s Christian college
campuses, students and faculty
engage in regular dialogue about
C ONTINUED
PAGE 4

ON

Reg Talks Spur Immigrant Row
· Meghan Bates ·
Domestic News Beat

In response to new immigration legislation, angry Americans are protesting across the
nation.
The House of Representatives passed a bill in December
making it a felony to reside in
the United States without correct paperwork. The bill calls
for a 700-mile anti-immigration
fence along the Mexican border.
Protests and rallies were held
nationwide in response to this
bill and others under consideration.
One of the largest protests
took place in Brooklyn, where

O NE HU NDR ED YE A R S !

thousands of protestors, many of
them Hispanic, carried banners
declaring: “We are not criminals.” Others carried colorful
flags representing different nations.
Several cities saw smaller
protests. One of these was Costa
Mesa near Los Angeles, where
1,500 people showed up to protest the bill. Oklahoma City saw
nearly 5,000 people gather in favor of undocumented workers’
rights.
“Why are people called illegal immigrants when they have
shed blood, sweat and tears to
C ONTINUED
PAGE 3
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Mystery Church International Culture: Uzbekistan
Provides Lesson
In Diversity
· Elizabeth Korver ·
Int’l Culture Beat

· Amanda Acker ·
Staff Writer

On March 26, 14 pioneering students arrived at the
SSC for the first trip of Destination Unknown, a program
developed to expose students
to churches outside their traditional sphere.
Once all the students were
gathered, Assistant to the
Academic Vice President Jon
Purple and Senior Student
Relations Director Walter
Strickland revealed the day’s
previously undisclosed destination of worship. The group
would travel to Solid Rock
Church, a charismatic and racially diverse body, affectionately dubbed the “touchdown
Jesus church” by many passersby eyeing its colossal Jesus
statue off I-75.
After attending one of the
services, Strickland and Purple felt that it would be an adequately stretching experience
for most Cedarville students.
Before leaving the SSC, they
warned the students that the
next few hours might prove
uncomfortable. Given a last
chance to renege, the students
declined and eagerly piled
into the school vans.
Following the service,
initial reactions were quite
mixed. Some students had
been “freaked out,” others
watched the proceedings with
mild amusement, and still
others found the charismatic
worship comfortable, even
freeing.
As promised, students
were taken to lunch on Cedarville’s tab and given the opportunity to dialogue about their
reactions. Almost an hour
passed as students discussed
their impressions, carefully
weighed the positives and
negatives, delved into Scriptural exposition, and wrestled
with the age-old debates over
tongues, women preachers,
and worship styles. In the
end the attendees reached
one consensus: Destination
Unknown was a worthwhile
activity, one that should be
replicated in the future.
Purple would like to continue organizing these trips
once every semester. The
churches visited will exemplify diversity linguistically, racially, doctrinally, liturgically,
or in a myriad of other ways.
The objective, said Purple,
is to “expose a small group
of students to churches they
wouldn’t otherwise go to.”
Strickland agreed, hoping
that Destination Unknown
will provide students with
the chance to see the Spirit
moving in a different setting. “We’re aren’t trying to
make our students conform

to [another church’s] doctrine
or their theology,” he said.
“These are our brothers and
sisters, they celebrate what
God has done for them differently, but it’s good for us
to have a background and a
foundation of knowledge of
what they do, to have an understanding. Because a lot of
times we see people who are
different than us and we automatically assume that their
motives are incorrect.”
Both Strickland and Purple have perceived a need at
Cedarville for stretching worship experiences. They agree
that the body of Christ often
lacks unity. According to Purple, being part of the family of
Christ does not always necessitate doctrinal agreement.
“We ought to have some sort
of understanding,” he said.
Strickland feels similarly: “I
think that Satan uses interpretation of some Scripture
against the church and that
people become prideful in
their beliefs.”
In the case of the charismatic movement, Purple
voiced concern over preconceived notions. “I think we
might have the tendency to
write them off as just overly
emotional, which they may
well be.” Purple continued,
suggesting that instead of this
sentiment, Christians should
be asking, “Is it biblical?”
Fostering dialogue over this
question is an essential component of Destination Unknown.
For Strickland, dialogue
is an essential component
of education at Cedarville.
Strickland feels that Destination Unknown is “a good
way to educate ourselves,”
and that as an educational
institution Cedarville should
be committed to this kind of
learning. “Along with education comes learning what you
believe and really solidifying
that, but then seeing what others do believe [. . .] there are
things that are valuable in every center of Christianity,” he
concluded.
Strickland hopes that
Destination Unknown “will
allow bridges to be made between us and other cultures,
other denominations.” Building these bridges, however,
hinges on the response of
students. Those who attended
responded favorably, maintaining respect and fairness
in their conduct at church and
their subsequent analysis of
the experience. Purple and
Strickland were pleased with
the students’ reactions and
hope to make Destination Unknown a vital part of the Cedarville educational experience for many years to come.

In recent history, former Soviet Republic bloc country Uzbekistan has become known as a nation riddled with
insurmountable problems, from the use
of governmental torture to the ravaging
of the Aral Sea, which has shrunk by 75
percent since the 1960s and has doomed
the fishing and farming livelihoods of
thousands of Uzbek people.
Uzbekistan has not always been the

scene of such widespread unrest and failure. At one time, it was home to a significant portion of the world’s richest trade
route and the crossroads of dozens of religions, traditions, and languages. The Silk
Road, as it is known, was not an actual
highway but, as Expedition Magazine
describes it, was “a series of oasis settlements separated by large stretches of
desert and steppe” that was a major thoroughfare for the exchange of goods, services, and ideas for almost 1,500 years.
It did not begin to
decline in importance until sailors
discovered manageable sea routes
to the East in the
sixteenth century.
One of the
most (in)famous
stops along the
Silk Road was
Samarkand, the
former
Uzbek
capital. It was visited by Alexander
the Great and,
centuries later, by
Genghis Khan—
who
promptly
destroyed it—as
well as by the
ruthless
ruler
Tamerlane. The

latter actually transformed Samarkand
into the place of beauty that was lauded
by poets and travelers in their songs and
stories, transferred across thousands of
miles and hundreds of years by an undying commitment to oral tradition.
With its almost 27 million people
Uzbekistan is the most populous Central
Asian country and home to a wide variety of ethnicities, including Russians, Tajiks, Tartars, and Uzbeks. Nevertheless,
the cultural tradition of oral expression is
a common denominator that unites most,
if not all, of them. Singing stories and poems is a well-developed and oft-practiced
art among the Uzbek people, who have
developed the form into at least six different genres. “The special place in Uzbek
musical heritage,” as the Uzbek embassy
to the U.S. describes it, belongs to the
genre known as the “dastan,” which is an
“epic legend with lyric-heroic content.”
Oral-musical expressions abound in every facet of Uzbek life—from everyday
household usage to weddings or professional music venues—and are often accompanied by music and dance.
While there seems to be a lack of
modern-day heroes in Uzbekistan, the
stubborn survival of ancient epic heroes
and legends across ethnicities and centuries among the Uzbek people seems
to convey a secret hope that their current
problems are not so insurmountable after
all.

International News
Compiled by Autumn West, Staff Writer

Prime Minister
Claims Win in
Thai Election

Former Liberian Leader,
Charles Taylor, Pleads
Not Guilty

Iran Claims
Successful
Missile Testfire

Top US, UK Diplomats Visit
Iraq and Urge
Progress

Thailand’s embattled Prime
Minister Taksin Shinawatra
claimed victory in Thailand’s
elections this weekend after his
party reportedly commanded
over 50 percent of the vote.
Mr. Shinawatra. called the snap
election following weeks of
protests by political opponents
who object to his family’s recent
business sell-out to investors
in Singapore. The Prime
Minister’s opponents believe
that his ties to the sale, which
evaded all taxes, indicate that he
is corrupt and unfit to lead the
nation. Following the election,
Mr. Shinawatra celebrated the
strong support of the people
but also acknowledged that his
party, Thai Rak Thai, enjoyed
the support of 19 million Thai
in the last election, yet had
received only 16 million votes
in the current election. Thai
Rak Thai won 349 seats in the
parliament, enough to continue
to support Shinawatra and pass
important agenda items—if
Mr. Shinawatra is around, that
is. After the election the prime
minister announced that a
committee had been set up to
resolve the political crisis, and
that he would resign his post
if the committee determined
that it was needed for the good
of the country and political
process.

Charles Taylor, the former Liberian leader, made
his initial appearance at a
UN-sponsored war crimes
tribunal in Sierra Leone
on Monday. While Taylor
initially refused to enter a
plea, citing the court’s lack
of jurisdiction, he eventually did plead not guilty.
Taylor is charged with 11
counts of war crimes for
his support of the Revolutionary United Front, rebels in Sierra Leone during
the country’s 1991-2002
civil war. The United Front
committed extensive human rights violations including dismemberment,
rape, murder, sex slavery,
and child soldier recruitment. Taylor had been
granted political asylum
in Nigeria until earlier this
year, when he was extradited for trial. Mr. Taylor’s
case is special because he
provided money, training,
and ammunition to begin
the attacks but did not actually participate—although
he did continue to advise
the rebels for some time.
The trial is expected to be
moved to The Hague, as the
UN believes it simply too
dangerous to continue proceedings in Sierra Leone.

Iranian military sources
claim to have successfully
test fired a missile that can
avoid radar and hit several
targets simultaneously using
several warheads. Iranian
state television described
the missile as ballistic,
suggesting that it has a
range no greater than that
of current Iranian military
missiles: about 1,250 miles.
However, this enables Iran
to strike Israeli or United
States bases in the Middle
East. The missile was named
Fajr-3, meaning victory in
Farsi. Multiple countries in
the international community
expressed concern regarding
Iran’s uncooperative nuclear
program and its development
of new delivery systems for
nuclear weapons. Israeli
experts stated that the test
fire signaled a renewed
emphasis on the arms race
between Iran and all those
with an interest in peace in
the Middle Eastern region.
The test is also seen as a
rebuff to United Nations
Security Council demands
that Iran halt uranium
development.

United States Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice and
her British counterpart Jack
Straw made a surprise visit to
Iraq this week to urge progress
in forming a government. Both
stressed the need for a strong
Iraqi leader and swift compromise to the disagreement
over who should be prime
minister. Rice stated that the
formation of a new government was “something the international community had a
right to expect.” The current
Prime Minister Ibrahim alJaafari represents the majority
Shi’ite United Iraq Alliance,
but many are calling for him to
step down because he cannot
bring needed unity to the country. However, faced with a lack
of alternative candidates and a
lack of comprehensive plans
for post-war Iraq, Mr. Al-Jaafari has retained his post. Straw
told reporters, “We are entitled
to say that whilst it is up to you,
the Iraqis, to say who will fill
these positions, someone must
fill these positions and fill them
quickly. There is no doubt the
political vacuum that is here at
the moment is not assisting the
security situation.” Both the
US and the UK hope to see a
government of national unity
between the Shi’ites, Sunnis,
and Kurds emerge soon.
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Word
studies...terrible
things.
-Julie Otis
Jon Broscious and Johanna Frictl,
Think Straight!
-Sarah Cheatham
Ok, we got some soda,
some purple stuff, ah
SUNNY D… All right!!!!
-Kevin Furst

C ONTINUED FROM FACULTY ON
PAGE 4

invaded God’s good creation
and have taken the human body
captive.”
Gombis also has two additional articles awaiting publication: one on the role of human
protagonists in Divine Warfare
narratives in the Old Testament,
and the other on the relationship
of the gospel to racial reconciliation. Both articles will appear
in Act 3 Review.
Bible Department faculty
take their mission seriously not
only by preparing leaders for
the next generation, but also by
contributing to the discourse
within their field through research projects, publications,
and presentations.
C ONTINUED
TION ON
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work in this country?” demanded Camella PinkneyPrice of the Hispanic Evangelical Churches. The Senate
is currently considering a plan
that would allow illegal immigrants to become U.S. citizens.

Why did the child eat the
aquatic mammal last of
all the animal crackers?
Because you were supposed to stop if the seal
was broken!
-Mordecai Veldt
The baseball team is
good....record
setting
year this year for wins.
-Ryan Mosher
To L:
Face masks tonight!!!
-Your Roomie ;) (Stephanie Hilerio)
Suzanne Wilson:
ba na na na na na na na
NA NA NA NA.
-Anne Scheftic
Josh Gigliotti is my favorite Italian ... period.
-Corey Reeder
Nat Nat:
SAM! She left me...she
left me for a man in a
navy blue suit and a glass
of cheap Champaign!
She left me, Sam!
-Tanya Lenhart
Here’s to all the graduating Seniors!
We’ve
made it through 4 (or 5 if
you live in Brock) tough
years. Good luck!
-The Rick
Taboo,
Let it be carved in newspaper ink for posterity:
you are adorable!
-Tammy Fitzgerald
Bringing Christ to the
city! God Loves the city
and so does Amplified!
Check us out!
-Joel Wallen

· Ashley Rohne ·
Contributing Writer

Cedarville students bravely cross the
Atlantic each semester to immerse themselves in a unique cultural and learning
experience at the University of Seville in
Spain.
This special travel study program is
called the Instituto Sevillano de Estudios y Practicas (ISEPS), in which students spend a summer, semester, or year
learning at the renowned university. The
program is designed to be both culturally
enriching and academically challenging.
Dr. Andrew Wiseman, Director of Travel
Studies at Cedarville, explained that students stay with host families, work with
advisors, and complete an internship or
community service project in addition to
their classes.
Many students have thoroughly enjoyed their experiences. Currently residing in Seville, junior Spanish major Krissten Marr believes that God has called her
to city ministry. Having traveled, served
in a homeless outreach, and formed
many friendships, she has “learned to
not compare the ideals of the USA with
Spain.” Marr highly regards the ISEPS
program, noting that it provides students
with individualized attention.
The program can also be stretching.
Jeanne Reamer noted that her Sevillan
experience has made her “more flexible
to living other ways of life.” Also a junior Spanish major, Reamer explained
that one must really work to meet locals
and learn the language, and that it can be
a challenge to get around the city. However, the difficulties are somewhat offset
by a “no class on Friday” policy and the
lack of much homework beyond preparing for midterms and finals.
Some students opt to spend the entire

academic year in Seville. Among these is
Gena Bravick, a senior double majoring
in Social Studies Education and Spanish. Noting that Spain is much different
from America, she encourages students
to “come with a blank slate.” Beyond
museums and concerts, she enjoys flamenco lessons, has traveled to cities such
as Granada and Madrid, and will soon
visit London and Scotland. “If you take
advantage of all Spain has to offer, you
won’t leave disappointed,” said Bravick.
One student currently participating in the ISEPS program has already
graduated from Cedarville. Valerie VanWingerden earned her Sociology degree
last spring and is now finishing Spanish.
She enjoys sightseeing, shopping, and
Spanish food, especially a variety of appetizers called tapas.
She explains that the
cultural
transition
has been challenging,
but she recommends
studying abroad. “It’s
a good opportunity to
use and learn the language and see things
from the eyes of another culture,” she
said.
For
Stephanie
Bremner, being in
Seville is an opportunity for her to sharpen
her language skills. A
junior Nursing major with a Spanish
minor, Bremner has
discovered that relationships are essential in Spain and that
people, including her host, are quite open
to discussing spiritual matters. She is
part of intercambios, where Sevillan and

American students meet to practice their
language skills. “I’ve loved interacting
with the culture,” said Bremner. “If the
opportunity ever presents itself to return
to Sevilla, you can bet I’ll jump at it.”
According to Wiseman, some students in the ISEPS program, depending on their major, have worked with
multinational corporations, the Partido
Popular—similar to the Republican Party—and, on one occasion, with a famous
theatrical director. “Travel Studies is an
eye-opening experience for many. I still
remember my first days in Seville as an
undergrad and how my time abroad has
shaped my outlook.”
Students interested in experiencing
another culture firsthand should first
visit Cedarville’s travel study website

and then contact the travel studies office.
Additional information about the ISEPS
program is available at http://www.sevillestudies.com.

Worldview: A Brief History
· Steve Fladda ·

effects of the terrorism.
Moussaoui’s court-appointed defense lawyers,
who he has repeatedly attempted to fire, will argue for
a mitigated sentence of life
in prison based on evidence
that he is schizophrenic.

C ONTINUED FROM JUNIOR SENIOR

who pay with cash or check
will receive a $2 discount off
the regular ticket price.
General ticket sales begin Friday, April 7 in the
Campus Activities Office
conference room in the lower SSC. Tickets will be sold
from 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
every day, with additional
evening hours from 5:00
p.m.–7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 11.
This year’s banquet has
a 1920s theme, and the evening will open with a special reception for seniors to
mingle with their classmates
as well as with faculty and
staff members. This reception, once a Cedarville tradition, has been revived by this
year’s planning committee.
General seating for the night
begins at 7:00 p.m., and dinner will be served at 7:30.
Chancellor Paul Dixon, this

ISEPS: A Cross-Cultural Opportunity

ing out in the sun was dangerous, their
collective worldview would be colored
differently than a Muslim group situated in a temperate zone where the sun
provided nourishment for crops and
warmth for people. These two distinct
groups, both thoroughly Muslim in
their beliefs, would have somewhat different worldviews based on changes or
influences of the environment in which
they lived.
This concept of worldview eventually gave way to a more romantic notion

Contributing Writer

C ONTINUED FROM MOUSSAOUI ON FRONT PAGE

On Thursday morning,
jurors will begin to hear testimony to determine whether
Moussaoui should actually
be sentenced to death. Families of 9/11 victims will share
their experiences in an effort
to communicate the tragic
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year’s guest of honor, will
deliver the evening’s opening comments as dinner is
served. Dixon will share
his recollections of the senior class and his last year as
president.
The night will feature
senior photo memoirs and
a video presentation highlighting SGA, sports, and
chapel memories from the
past four years. Concluding
comments will be made by
President Brown. After dinner, the Cincinnati History
Museum will be open for
students to peruse and explore.
Additional information
about tickets, itinerary, location, after-dinner activities, and 1920s culture are
available on the J/S website
(http://www.cedarville.edu/
js).

Despite its recent reappearance in
the evangelical community, the idea of
“worldview” has been around for a long
time.
People have been talking about
worldview since the late eighteenth
century, but the meaning of the term
has changed considerably since its inception. An important aspect of studying a topic such as worldview is to
understand the ongoing philosophical
discussion. In order to more
During the twentieth
fully engage and appreciate
the term, it is essential to look
century, the concept
at the train of philosophical
of worldview became
thought that it plugs into.
deeply entrenched in
The term originated
contemporary theology,
in the German compound
noun weltanschauung. This
particularly through
word literally means “one’s
popular works by Francis
view or outlook on the world”
Schaeffer.
(Welt= the world; Anschaung
= an outlook or view). The term was of the term in the 1830s. According to
first coined by the German philosopher Martin Heidegger in the beginning of
Immanuel Kant toward the end of the his work The Basic Problems of Pheeighteenth century. Although the term nomenology, worldview was romantireferred to the way someone viewed the cally grown into an understanding of
world, it did not signify a strictly reli- a more latent intelligence in the way a
gious or philosophical outlook. In fact, person shaped his vision of the world.
it seems that Kant meant the term to inToward the end of the ninedicate more the way that the empirical teenth century the term became more
world impressed itself upon the mind, common in English-speaking counand the way that a comprehensive view tries, and since that time it has evolved
of the world was constructed.
into its present form. It was also at the
For example, if a little kid choked on end of the nineteenth century that the
a piece of broccoli and had an intense term began to have serious theological
fear of broccoli for the rest of her life, implications.
both this cause and effect would be part
By the 1890s Scottish theologian
of her weltanschauung. Or if a Muslim James Orr and Dutch theologian Abragroup lived in a desert land where be- ham Kuyper were beginning to trace

“

out the implications of Christianity and
worldview. Interestingly, it seems that
these early worldview theologians were
concerned that Christianity was losing
ground in a struggle for “cultural dominance,” and that if schools of thought
such as modernism and paganism could
have such an effect on their proponents’
thoughts and lives, then Christianity
ought to have a similar effect on people
who claim to be followers of Christ.
The idea of Christianity as a worldview took into account the notion that
belief in Christ carried with it an encompassing thought and moral system
based on the Scriptures. The idea was
that the Bible and an individual’s relationship with Christ would become the
foundation for all other thoughts.
During the twentieth century, the
concept of worldview became deeply
entrenched in contemporary theology,
particularly through popular works by
Francis Schaeffer.
Although this short contextualization may shed a bit of light on the
history and evolution of Worldview,
there is much more that cannot possibly be worked into a brief article. From
a contemporary Christian perspective a good place to start further reading is Dr. David Naugle’s book on the
concept of worldview. There are also
several academic papers and articles
that are both useful and interesting on
Naugle’s homepage (http://www.dbu.
edu/naugle/index.asp). From a secular
perspective, an interesting selection
from the works of Heidigger can be
found at http://evans-experientialism.
freewebspace.com/heidegger3a.htm.
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Tiny Robots Are on the Rise

Bible Profs Get
Academic

· Joe Holecko ·
Nanotechnology—it is the stuff of
Star Wars and the Jetsons, but it is quickly
becoming an integral aspect of the real
world.
According to the National Nanotechnology Initiative, over $1.08 billion was
nationally invested in this breakthrough
technology last year alone, with even
more funding expected this year. Despite
the large amount of interest government
agencies pay to nanotechnology, the average consumer is relatively passive about
the field. This is probably due to confusion about what the technology is and
what its practical uses might be.
Nanotechnology, as implied by its
name, is the branch of science that deals
with the “nano” scale, or 10-6 millimeters. For those who dreaded conversions
in high school, perhaps an example is
needed. Approximately 100,000 objects
each the width of one nanometer would fit
across the thickness of a dollar bill.
Constructing such small stuff is obviously challenging. Scientists use a variety
of methods to build nanotechnology; most
of it is built from the ground up, and much
is self-assembling. Scanning tunneling

microscopes have the ability to
move atoms around to construct
these devices, but this approach
is impractical for large-scale production. Therefore, research has
been conducted to find a method
that would be cost effective and
efficient for building these micro
devices.
Students might wonder what
practical uses nanotechnology
has for them. Many already use
nano-products subconsciously.
Nanotechnology has shown great
potential in producing anything
from stain-free clothing to cosmetics to stronger tennis racquets. However, it is not the current products that make nanotechnology
exciting, but rather the theoretical applications.
The U.S Science Foundation envisions
“a medical device that travels through the
human body to seek out and destroy small
clusters of cancerous cells before they can
spread.” The military has also expressed
interest in nanotechnology for implementation into materials that harvest the sun’s
energy efficiently and store that energy
effectively for the new breed of techno-

· Heidi Charlton ·
Faculty Scholarship Beat

EMEDIAWIRE.COM

Science & Technolog y Beat

soldier. New nano-sponges are under development; these devices could soak up
toxins and pollutants, cleaning industrial
waste or purifying drinking water.
Theoretically, nanotechnology offers
many applications, so it is guaranteed that
more research will be directed toward this
field. Eventually, it can be predicted that
nanotechnology will touch every aspect
of American life, discreetly performing
tasks that are the stuff of scientific imagination.

C ONTINUED FROM FREE SPEECH ON FRONT PAGE

the extent to which they should be free
to express themselves within the context
of a community guided by specific standards of conduct.
Here at Cedarville, tension from
questions concerning free speech seems
to be on the rise. A recent incident involving the appearance of a mild expletive in a quote printed in Cedars prompted significant response and interaction.
In another instance, Student Services
engaged in a conversation with a student after they became aware that he
had written and published a collection of
poetry and short stories, some of which
contained profanity.
Ryan Futrell, Assistant Professor
of English, commented on the tension

in community, wrestling with their assumptions about Christian liberty, community, godly communication, etc. In
grace, each must prefer the other more
highly.”
The issue becomes additionally complex given the fact that Cedarville is a
private institution, governed by a Board
of Trustees and an Administration who
have the right to make final decisions
about appropriate degrees of free expression. “Finding the right balance can be
tricky,” said Carl Ruby, Vice President of
Student Services. “A case in point would
be last year when someone painted ‘Impeach Bush’ on the rock. I chose not to
censor that comment even though it reflected a political opinion different than
my own, and probably different from
the majority of our
One issue that seems
students.
Some
particularly undefined at folks loved my dethis point is the question cision not to censor
the comment, others
of [whether it is right or
felt that I had let the
University down.”
not to use profanity in]
One issue that
creative writing.
seems particularly
undefined at this
at Cedarville. “I think that we limit our point is the question of creative writing.
students too much,” said Futrell. “I think While the student handbook maintains
that often they are scared to say what a fairly strict policy against the public
they really think and feel. They’re ‘free’ use of profanity, for example, there does
to say it, I think, but often looked down not seem to be a consistent position on
on by other students and even faculty and whether profanity is an acceptable deadministration. This is a shame I feel.”
vice in the context of a creative essay,
Tension regarding free speech may story, or poem. Futrell, who teaches
be an unavoidable, perhaps integral part several creative writing courses at Ceof the Cedarville experience. “Tension darville, argued, “We should be teaching
is part of the learning process,” said Dr. our students in a more holistic manner,
Dave Mills, Associate Professor of Phi- engaging in a conversation about proper
losophy. “We may need to be stretched language use, etc. Not giving them a list
beyond our comfort zones in order to of rules to follow […] I try to teach stuconfront some of our assumptions, hab- dents that they have to come to their own
its, values, etc.”
decisions about what they feel comfortSome, Mills suggested, will be able with. And it is my job to help guide
stretched through encountering literature them through that process.”
that contains material they might see as
Mills suggested that the use of proobjectionable, and they will be forced to fanity in creative writing depends largeconsider their assumptions about good ly on the context and the motive. “If the
art, godly communication, and the role student is cursing simply for shock value,
of a liberal arts university. “For oth- and not for legitimate artistic reasons,
ers, they will be stretched by learning then it is unnecessary, immature, and unto control their own expression for the godly. If the student is, say, developing
sake of others, choosing not to read or a character who, for the sake of artistic
write something that creates disruptions consistency, shouldn’t talk like a Sunday

“

School teacher, then there may be good
artistic reasons for including swearing in
the story. But then that writer must exercise discernment in terms of the audience for the story. It may not be suitable
for a public reading in some contexts.”
Bringing the conversation back to
Cedars, the recent controversy over the
appearance of a quoted expletive generated a tremendous, mixed response.
Some individuals expressed their appreciation for the paper’s consistent reporting, while others were disgusted. Mills
offered his insight: “As for those bothered by seeing the word in print, I’m not
sure I understand the basis of their complaint. I don’t see how printing a ‘four
letter word’ is damaging […] In general,
as with most of these kinds of uproars,
it seems to me that people were simply
mad. They weren’t changed for the worse
by being exposed to the word. They
weren’t concerned that others would
be corrupted. They saw something they
didn’t like, and they got angry.”
Perhaps the greater issue was not
that some individuals were offended,
but rather the way that they responded.
“The kid [used an expletive] and they
quoted him,” said Futrell. “That’s what a
paper should do. What bothers me is that
people were more upset that the paper
printed the word than they were about
the content of the piece. They didn’t really care about the kids at all, they were
only concerned that others would see the
word in our paper. It was a PR thing.”
Ruby seemed to share Futrell’s concern. “I don’t think that it was a necessary comment, and I think it was a mistake to include it in Cedars, however, I
think our reaction to this incident says
something sad about our view of sin. I
fear that we tend to overreact to sins that
are easily measured when other sins like
pride, selfishness, and a critical spirit do
more damage to the body of Christ. I
wish that as a community, we had done
a better job responding in love to every
person involved.”
It may not be possible to establish
clear propositional parameters for free
speech at Cedarville; the conversation
will undoubtedly continue as students,
staff, and faculty deal with new issues
and fresh perspectives. Perhaps the key
is a sense of compassion in the process.

Faculty members in the Cedarville University Department
of Biblical Education are “prepared by their education, enriched
through their ministry experience, and fueled by a passion to prepare leaders for the next generation.” Many Bible Department
faculty members are actively carrying out this mission through
their involvement in various academic venues outside of their responsibilities at the University.
Dr. Chris Miller and Dr. Scott Dixon have just completed their
work on the first draft of a teacher’s guide that will accompany
the Worldview DVD curriculum the University will be releasing
this spring. According to the program website, “Re:View is a 13week worldview study designed to equip high school students to
discern culture, and ultimately use it to engage their world.” The
curriculum includes short films, video teaching segments, and a
leader’s guide, all designed to “change the way [. . .] students view
and listen to the world around them.”
In addition to his work with Re:View, Miller is developing a
CD-ROM to accompany the Baker Books textbook Encountering
the Old Testament, 2nd edition. He also plans to write a paper on
Galatians 1 to be read at the annual meeting of the Evangelical
Theological Society.
Last November, Department Chair Dr. Thomas Cragoe published a chapter on the Davidic covenant in Progressive Dispensationalism: An Essentialist Critique. Cragoe noted, “The article
basically compares and contrasts an essentialist (or classic) dispensational view of the Davidic Covenant with that held by progressive dispensationalists. One of the key issues in the chapter is
whether Christ’s current position at the right hand of the throne of
God is to be viewed as a fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant.”
Also published last November was Dr. Daniel Estes’s Handbook on the Wisdom Books and Psalms. Estes, Distinguished
Professor of Bible, is currently writing a commentary on Song of
Songs for the Apollos Old Testament Commentary (Inter-Varsity
Press). He is also completing a paper on Proverbs that he will
present at Cambridge University in May.
Dr. J. Michael Thigpen will be publishing an article entitled
“Lord of All the Earth: Yahweh and Baal in Joshua 3” in Trinity
Journal. “This article explores the Jordan crossing as a polemic
against the Canaanite deity Baal,” said Thigpen. “It interacts with
the structure and setting of Joshua 3 as well as Canaanite ideas
about Baal from a mythic Canaanite text, The Baal Epic.”
Dr. David Hoffeditz’s book They Were Single Too was recently featured on CBN. Hoffeditz also recently presented a paper entitled “Divus of Augustus: The Influence of the Trials of Maiestas
upon Pontius Pilate’s Coins” at the Symposium on Mediterranean
Archaeology in Ankara, Turkey. British Archaeological Research
will be publishing this paper within a couple of months.
Dr. James Bjornstad has been serving for the past two years
as an editor for the upcoming Baker Dictionary of Cults. Upon
completion, the dictionary will include more than 1,400 entries.
In 2004, Dr. David Mappes published a review of Brian
McLaren’s A New Kind of Christian in the July/September issue
of Bibliotheca Sacra. Mappes said the idea for this article was
born as he attempted to help his students critique and interact
with McLaren’s text and postmodern ideas. Mappes is currently
working on two new articles. The first will explore the reasons
that key theological seminaries and colleges such as Andover
and Princeton departed from their conservative roots during the
Modernist controversies. Mappes hopes to derive some historical lessons from these institutions in order to suggest how current
Christian institutions can maintain their historical, conservative
stances while engaging and interacting with contemporary culture. Mappes also plans to write an exegetical and theological examination of Hebrews 4:12-13.
The esteemed New Testament Studies journal recently received for publication Dr. Tim Gombis’s article on Paul’s argument in Galatians 2-3. His article is titled “The ‘Transgressor’ and
the ‘Curse of the Law’: The Logic of Paul’s Argument in Galatians
2-3.” On March 24 Gombis also presented a paper to the Eastern
Great Lakes Bible Society in Erie, Pennsylvania entitled “Jewish Identity and Obedience to Revelation: Paul’s Argument from
Scripture in Galatians 3:11-12.” He hopes to submit the paper to
a journal for publication as well. Gombis is writing a chapter for
a book that is being edited by Dr. Don Deardorff, Associate Professor of English, on Theology and Sport. Gombis’ chapter will
discuss “how sport can be an embodiment of the Shalom of God,
a manifestation of God’s gracious reign and triumph over sin.”
Gombis is also due to present a paper entitled “Transforming
the Body: Salvation as Restoration to the Right Use of the Body
in Romans” at the Tyndale Fellowship Triennial Conference in
Regent’s Park, England in July. “The Tyndale Fellowship is an
international fellowship of evangelical scholars based in Cambridge, England,” said Gombis. “My paper will explore how Romans tells the story of how Sin and Death as cosmic figures have
C ONTINUED ON
PAGE 3

Thursday, April 6, 2006

CEDARS | 5

WORLD & CAMPUS NEWS

Journalist Reunited With Family
· Meghan Bates ·
Domestic News Beat

Jill Carroll’s family breathed a collective sigh of relief Sunday as her 747
touched down in the States.
Carroll returned home after spending eighty-two days as a hostage in Iraq.
After flying from Baghdad to Germany,
she landed in Boston on Sunday to the
cheers and tears of friends and family.
The 28-year-old reporter was seized
in Western Baghdad on January 7. Her
translator was murdered in the process.
She was working at the time as a free-

lancer for the Christian Science Monitor.
The paper hired her as a full-time staff
member shortly after her kidnapping.
Locked in a room just eight paces
long, Carroll occupied herself by walking and singing. She recollected that her
kidnappers believed all American journalists were Jewish. Carroll said she had
to persuade her kidnappers, who were
Muslim, that she was a Christian by reciting the Lord’s Prayer and telling stories from the Bible. She spoke with her
captors frequently; they tried incessantly
to convert her.

On her last night in captivity, Carroll
was forced to participate in a propaganda
video. “They told me I would be released
if I cooperated,” she said. “I was living in
a threatening environment, under their
control, and wanted to go home alive. So
I agreed.”
Carroll’s return home has provided
hope for other families whose loved ones
are missing in the Middle East. “I finally
feel like I am alive again,” she said. “I
feel so good.”

Tornado Season Hits Full Stride
·Meghan Bates ·
Domestic News Beat

Tornado season opened last weekend
with a powerful warning.
Violent storms and tornados swept
across the Midwest, killing at least 27
people. That number is certain to rise as
conditions worsen and carnage spreads.
Of all the states affected by the storms,
Tennessee was hit the hardest; officials
reported 23 deaths. Serious injuries were

reported in Arkansas and Missouri. In
Kentucky and Indiana, residents waited
through tornado watches, warnings, and
sirens with anxiety. The storms uprooted trees, knocked out power, and overturned cars. Many towns faced sunrise
with gloom as they saw the extensive
damage to their yards and roads.
As of Monday, the storms were moving east and south toward Virginia and
the Carolinas.

Last year a deadly tornado with
winds averaging 158 miles per hour took
the lives of several dozen people and injured hundreds in Indiana. On average,
tornadoes are responsible for around 70
deaths in the United States each year.
Cedarville students should heed tornado watches and warnings, as there will
likely be many more storms as spring
unfolds.

Local Opinions of CU Students Mixed
· Ryan Simmons ·
Contributing Writer

C ONTINUED FROM MOUSSAOUI ON FRONT PAGE

Medicine, advocated the moderate position.
Sullivan, a member of the American Medical Association,
Christian Medical Association, and the Center for Bioethics and
Human Dignity, opposed PAS on the basis of his staunch views
on sanctity of life and personhood.
The debate was somewhat unconventional in the sense that
the participants remained cordial and relatively subdued in articulating their individual opinions.
The debate opened with statements by each participant, providing ground for their perspective. McWilliams argued that
patients should be allowed to die with dignity when their bodies
are no longer able to uphold life. She proposed that the evolution
of medical technology offered to patients gives more options on
end-of-life issues.
Sullivan outlined his reasons for opposing PAS. He considers PAS to be incompatible with Hippocratic tradition and counterintuitive to the sanctity of life. Historically, the Hippocratic
Oath states, “To please no one will I prescribe a deadly drug
nor give advice which may cause his death.” Sullivan asserted
that PAS changes the covenantal nature of medicine. He also
proposed that PAS removes God as sovereign over all aspects of
life—including the timing of death.
Reece encouraged the idea that suicide might be morally justifiable with certain constraints. He proposed that a physician’s
care should extend beyond treatment of disease to comfort and
compassion in the face of death.
As the debate progressed, questions circled around the Terry
Schiavo case, whether or not death is a form of healing, the potential for abusing PAS, and whether some forms of death could
be considered undignified. A principle question lay at the heart
of each participant’s argumentation—what is the role of medicine? Is it healing or relief of treatment?
Although many issues either remained unclear or were not
sufficiently addressed, each participant clearly attempted to discuss the important facets of his or her position in the time allotted. In a clearly convoluted subject in which viewpoints are
diametrically opposed and quality of life hangs in the balance,
Sullivan eloquently summed up his response: “true compassion leaves the rest up to God.” Perhaps the broader issue is not
whether physicians should be permitted to help patients “die
with dignity,” but rather what improvements could be made in
health care to minimize the significance of the controversy.

Surprising as it may seem, Cedarville exists outside of the confines of the
university.
When students arrive on campus they
often muse that they attend school “in
the middle of the corn fields.” Many forget, however, that there is also a village
called Cedarville with a population of
about 4,000 residents according to U.S.
census estimates. The village has its own
elementary and high school, restaurants,
banks, car repair shops, antique and variety stores, along with several other businesses. Anyone can see that with close
to 300 educators and 3,100 students,
the University exerts quite an influence
on the community. It begs the question,
then: is the influence positive?
Most business owners and employees
see students on a daily basis and report
that the majority is polite. The owner of
the Yellow Dog antique store on Main
Street said that “practically all the kids
have been super nice.” Others repeated
that sentiment, claiming that most students were considerate of their neighbors
when it came to keeping music down or
respecting private property.

J3.142473U
dinosaurs’d
-flag0wn3d
(Andrew
Ralon)
Garrett Noble,
Baby I’m a thug!!
-Larinda Marker
Have you ever heard the Watermelon Joke? It’s pitiful.
-Eric Mishne
Mikal,
What do I look like? A typewriter?
-The ducks in the tub (Jack Legg)
1. (Cell phone rings in class)
Mr. Spencer (starts to dance): Get
down!!!

Unfortunately, this was not true in
every case. Some Cedarville residents
reported that a few students have a certain air about them, as though they are
“doing us a favor by coming to Cedarville.” While these students represent a
minority, they cause a stir by parking in
people’s yards, walking across lawns,
and using swing sets in private yards
without asking permission. One Cedarville business owner reported that, from
time to time, she hears snide comments
from Cedarville students who walk by
her establishment, things that make her
think that they are “snotty rich kids.”
Residents who overhear such comments
have one basic request: “We just want
respect.”
Residents and business owners had
a few suggestions for Cedarville University. One parent of a Cedarcliff High
School student thought that her son
and other local students should have a
chance to use the University’s facilities.
She wishes that “local students [could]
have free access to athletic facilities” on
campus. Similar proposals have been
presented in the past, but thus far the
University has not allowed Cedarville
residents, such as high school students,

to use these facilities. Central State University has filled the gap instead, offering its track for high school meets.
Other residents voiced the oft-repeated suggestion that students stay in
Cedarville whenever possible when they
need to buy groceries, school supplies, or
food. One business owner quipped that
Cedarville students, “are driving all the
way to Xenia, Springfield or Beavercreek
to buy a $2 item that they could have
bought here and saved themselves some
gas on.” The ladies of Ladybug Blossom
and Bows Flower Shop on Main Street
said that “most students don’t have a
clue that we are here.” They also said
that many students order flowers online,
which, ironically, arrive at their store and
are usually dead upon delivery.
The community consensus seems to
be that students should embrace Cedarville more fully. Students should explore
the stores on Main Street and think twice
before spending money outside of the
town. Lastly, and perhaps most importantly, students should respect the people
who live and work in Cedarville. Simple
acts of consideration and compassion can
make things a bit better for everyone.

2. (Student wearing jeans on noncasual Friday)
Mr. Spencer: Is it casual Friday?
Burn baby BURN!!!
-Jake Garrison

I promise not to hire you as my
housekeeper someday.
Love,
Hannah Taylor

Scott Aker,
I wish you wouldn’t yell at us for
going to the golf range.
-Thomas Bell

Camille: “Weird makes enemies.
Artistic makes money.”
Well roomie, if this is true, you’ll
be rich and I’ll be watching my
back. Love ya!
-Sharayah Lucas

Matthew Trego,
I love you so much and I am so
proud to be your girlfriend! Thank
you for sticking by me through this
year. It has been wonderful!
Love Forever and Ever and Always,
Justine Ross

Kevin: Have fun in calculus...Calcya-later! HAHA!
Jarrod: What?
Jordan (totally not getting it): They
don’t let us use calculators...
-Kevin Martelli

To my sweet Mama Bear,
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Clanging Symbols or
Heartfelt Adoration?
Dr. Mortensen on Worship
· Nick Erber ·
Contributing Writer

Last Thursday night, Alpha Sigma hosted a lecture
on one of the hottest topics in
the church today: worship as
it pertains to music. Dr. John
Mortensen was at the helm
for this careful examination
of church culture, symbolism,
and song writing philosophy.
His presentation was not
on how loud the PA should
be, nor was it about the repetition of modern praise chorus, nor the idea that hymns
should be the only songs sung
in churches. Of all things
large and small that have
pervaded the disputation of
modern praise/worship since
its beginning, Mortensen
chose one thing which the
evangelical church seems to
have (mistakenly) concluded
she had done away with cen-

ular” celebrity. The response
to a celebrity apart from your
local praise band is one of
consumerism. The church is
always looking for the newest, the bigger, the better.
Novelty is the most valued
idea in mainstream consumerist pop, and that translates,
horrifyingly enough, into our
worship. Mortensen’s idea
of being a consumer of worship seems to be very valid
and alarmingly relevant in a
culture where we choose our
churches by the style of music that they perform in their
services.
The second idea that was
discussed in reference to
praise bands is the idea that
music should be entertaining
and immediately gratifying.
In today’s culture of worship
music, music
Mortensen’s idea of being is good if it
a consumer of worship
is catchy on
seems to be very valid
first
listen.
“Music
is
and alarmingly relevant in
not
primarily
a culture where we chose
about what
our churches by the
is good or
style of music that they
what I should
preform in their services. grow to like,
turies ago: symbolism.
but what is attractive, what
“In the large tradition of I already like. Music can’t
the church, symbol has been change me because it is marunderstood and practiced keted to my lazy self-interwith a lot of intention. For est,” said Mortensen.
example: architecture, cerThe third point that
emony, eucharist, vestments, Mortensen made about the
the church calendar; all of this modern praise band was,
stuff is symbolic, but usually once again, about the object
people would know what the of celebrity in worship musymbolism was about. I think sic.
“Celebrity personaliwe’re now at a point in Amer- ties,” stated Mortensen, “are
ican evangelicalism where the most important part of
we don’t talk about symbols the music product.” He then
and we’re not aware of them jumped headlong into a disbut we have just as many of course on the lameness of
them as the church ever has cover bands, Third Day’s sebecause its human nature to cret doppelgangers, and valulive life through symbols and ing the experience of being
metaphor,” Mortensen stated in the glow of a personality
to open his hastily entitled more than being in the presdiscourse, “A Clanging Sym- ence of God.
bol.” Mortensen then went
Mortensen
concluded
on to discuss various symbols that worship music is being
found in church and their in- commodified and through
fluence on the church’s think- that commodification it has
ing.
become limited in its view of
The main symbol that the Christian life and its view
Mortensen delved into was of God. If the church sees
the modern praise band, worship as a product, it turns
which he called “perhaps out consumers, not disciples,
one of the clearest and most and the difference between
pervasive of symbols” in the these two types of people is
church today.
Mortensen staggering.
says that the image of a band
After
the
lecture,
performing in our culture is Mortensen opened the floor
inextricably linked with pop up for discussion. Ideas were
music celebrities. Therefore, challenged, thoughts were
the band is perceived, whether given and some semblance
consciously or unconsciously of a solution was considered,
as a surrogate for other ce- thrown out, remade, and conlebrities and because at their sidered many times over. My
fundamental level they are conclusion about this whole
taken from our larger main- lecture was that it was very
stream American culture, our challenging, both personally
responses to them are funda- to the group of believers.
mentally the same as our responses to a mainstream “sec-

“

Esther – A Musical Retelling, Triumphant
“These events were not a mistake. They
person, with real hopes, real dreams, real
· Sara Hoover ·
Contributing Writer
were brought about to save our people,”
struggles,” Thomson said. “It’s a beautiful
stated the concluding lines of The Lily of
story,” she said, “but there are a lot of things
Persia. This theme of God’s guidance was woven throughout that are left unanswered.” They conducted biblical and historithe story, score, and entire production of the musical.
cal research and consulted Bible professors and commentaries
The combined senior projects of theater major Teah Thom- to accurately portray Esther. ”For the past nine or ten months,
son and music composition major David Erlandson appeared I’ve been living this story,” Erlandson stated. “No matter what
on stage last weekend as The Lily of Persia: the Story of Es- you believe about it, it’s very clear that God is working in all the
ther. Thomson wrote the script, while Erlandson composed the events.”
original score. After auditions in January, and eight weeks of reThe musical began with a chorus clad in black, symbolizing
hearsals, the musical culminated with performances on March the Jews in bondage, and with Mordecai telling Jewish history
25 and 27. The first performance sold out, as a total of almost to the children, setting the story in a time of transition for Is500 people attended the performances. “Both of us are working rael.
on sleeping and eating again,” Erlandson noted.
“We really wanted to share a message of truth,” Thomson
Although last spring they struggled for a topic for a musical, said. “There’s a reason the book of Esther is in the Bible. There’s
the two soon agreed on the biblical account of Esther. “It’s a a message here God wants us to hear. And I think it’s His hand
good story,” Erlandson said. “It has lots of good stuff in it, lots working behind the scenes to orchestrate our lives to glorify
of irony,” Thomson added.
Him.”
With Erlandson away from Cedarville last semester, the two
Both saw God’s hand coordinating their project as well.
were limited to conversing over the phone and email, making “God totally orchestrated every detail,” Thomson stated. “It
it difficult to coordinate the music and the script. They both was really fun to see Him work.” Erlandson agreed that “We
agreed, as Erlandson said, “the most challenging part was put- had way too much fun.” His favorite part of their project was
ting it together,” though Thomson added, “that’s where I saw “the learning that happened. I can’t begin to tell you how much I
God’s hand.”
learned.” Thomson’s favorite part was “the people. They blessed
Erlandson and Thomson attribute much of the play’s success me so much.”
to the many people who helped them. They both appreciated the
Both Thomson and Erlandson would like to continue gloenthusiastic, helpful cast. “Our cast was wonderful!” Thomson rifying God with their talents after graduation. Thomson, who
said. It included many ages—freshmen through seniors with had never written a script before The Lily of Persia, hopes to use
various majors, as well as a high school student, and a younger theater and music as a ministry overseas. Erlandson, who enjoys
sibling. Almost 60 volunteers were involved in the musical, in- writing music, plans to be a church music pastor.
cluding 16 cast members, numerous crew, 25 orchestra memThomson summed up their intention for the musical: “My
bers, and many others. “There were just so many people who prayer was that we’d have a project that could use everything
helped and gave of their time,” she said.
we’ve learned and glorify God. And we did. We stretched ourThey also appreciated their advisors—Thomson’s advisor, selves.” They enjoyed and appreciated their challenging expeMichelle McIntosh, and Erlandson’s, Dr. Steven Winteregg, for rience. “We just praise God,” she stated. “It was a wonderful
their advice and encouragement. Thomson stated, “We couldn’t experience.”
have done this on our own.”
A CD of the music of Lily of Persia and possibly a DVD
Although there are differing interpretations of the book of of the musical will soon be released. Those interested in these
Esther, the two were careful to accurately portray God’s word can contact either Erlandson or Thomson, who will be sending
while bringing it to life. “We tried to create Esther as a real more information to the campus via email.
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’Ville Photo Club Up and Clicking
· Janna Schwab ·
Contributing Writer

Every year, new clubs
and organizations are started by and for students on
campus. This year brought
the birth of the Cedarville
Photography Club. The
only requirement to join is
an interest in photography.
The
org’s
constit ution
states that its
purpose is
“to

provide everyone within
the Cedarville University
family—students,
staff,
and faculty—the opportunity to learn, share, and
fellowship about their common interests in all areas of
photography and imaging
as a hobby, artistic medium,
and profession. Furthermore, the Cedarville
Photography Club
will promote a
Christ-centered
and Christ-honoring ap-

proach to photography and
imaging as a medium for
personal, artistic, and professional expression.”
Photography Club President John Hudson best
sums up the goal of the
club as “a meeting place
for people who are interested in photography, want to
share ideas, and learn more
about it.”
The club’s 58 charter
members are of different
years and majors, but all
share the same passion for
photography. All levels of
expertise are welcome, and
the Photography Club has
many members who are
willing to share their experience and knowledge with
others.
Staff advisor Scott
Huck and senior Josh Wilcox, along with senior John

Hudson, formed the club
earlier this year and, after
an initial meeting, formed
a constitution and gained
official approval for a club.
Monthly meetings are
held on the third Thursday
of the month at 8:00 p.m.,
with regularly scheduled
photo outings between the
monthly meetings. The
next photo outing is scheduled for March 25 in Dayton. The last meeting of the
year will be held on April
20.
The Photography Club
will also sponsor a “photo
booth” in the lower SSC in
early April. For more information about the Cedarville Photography Club and
to see a gallery of student
art, visit the official web
site at www.cedarville.edu/
photoclub.
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randon olas

BATTLE of BANDS
UNITES UNIVERSTIES
· John Durkee ·

Brandon Colas: Well, for Cedars I have my own column and for my own writing I like
writing short stories.

PG: Why do you write? What do you get out of writing?
BC: I’m sure a lot of people would say this, but I keep in mind the goal of trying to get people
to see things differently, or maybe to see the transcendent in the ordinary, to elevate normal
things. To get people to look at what they’re doing, how they’re living. To get them to slow down.
It’s for my own amusement, too. I enjoy it.

PG: What are some implications of being a Christian and being a writer?
What are some responsibilities there?
BC: I think what is important for a Christian is your overall moral context. Like, how are
things presented? Do you show questionable things as glorious or as a part of God’s plan? So
I think it is more the presentation of things as opposed to things actually in your story. As a
Christian you have to be careful. You don’t want to be crass or tasteless.

PG: How long have you been writing short stories?
BC: Really only since my sophomore year. I took a composition class, which is like a
nonfiction class, and really liked it. Then I started writing stories the following semester. I have
always liked reading but that was when I began an interest in writing.

PG: Besides writing for Cedars do you have anything that’s been published?
BC: Well, a story that was in the Cedarville Review last year, and, you know, I’ve got a
stack of rejection letters. Some of them are the general rejection letters and then you start getting
the personal rejection letters. I’ve made it to the personal rejection letters for some stories.

PG: Those are from different literary magazines?
BC: Yeah, different journals like the Georgia Review. It’s helping me develop a thick skin.

PG: Yeah but most people don’t even get that far and send stuff off to the journals.
BC: Yeah.

PG: Do you have anything that you are working on right now that you are
excited about?
BC: Well, I’m trying to write a kind of “end times” parody novel. I’ve been reading a lot of
end times nonfiction and this one lady I was reading was talking about bar codes and how she
saw 666 everywhere. I’m kind of writing a story parodying that, trying to make it tasteful, and,
you know, I think sometimes people can take themselves too seriously.

PG: Where do you get most of your inspiration for your material?
BC: Probably the Bible and Christian culture mostly. I enjoy humorous stories and I fi nd that
the Bible has just some tremendous characters and our Christian subculture has just some really
funny stuff that goes along with it.

WWW
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Pierce Geary: What do you write, what genre or styles?

the most unique act of
the entire night,
utilizing a rocka-billy-influenced
power pop, with
lots of shouted
vocals, a flutist,
spastic and
angular rock,
and lots of energy. Their sound
was messy and a
little unpolished,
but showed potential for greatness.
The Shakes were
best when they played with
speed and energy, letting
the flute take
over the
m e l o d y.
Since none
of the vocals
were particularly pleasing, and
the flute parts seemed overly
simple at times, this rarely occurred. However, it was very
evident that the band enjoyed
their time playing and much
of the crowd was inspired to
dance the twist.
The Retail Age played last
of all the bands, and played one
of their best sets ever. Showing
more energy and passion than
in many previous shows, as
well as having a far more responsive audience that danced
and sang aloud, TRA played a
truly superb set. They played
all new songs: three from their
latest EP and a new song dedicated to the memories of Danielle Petermann and Brandon,
a friend of theirs who died in
another recent car accident.
This song, entitled “Like
Locked Rooms,” is about the
hope we have in Christ. Not in
the sense that the future holds
so much more in heaven, but
merely that Christ is here for
us now, that he is faithful, and
that is where our hope is. The
song ends with a driving and
heavier-sounding build into a
sudden stop that works symbolically as if a driving charge
of hope leaves one wondering
what will happen next. The
beauty and “dance-ability”
of The Retail Age’s newest
catalogue of songs is creative
and welcoming. Incorporating more intriguing transitions
from minor to major chords
and fun bass lines has added
much to the Retail Age’s already great sound. The band’s
tremendous
performance
earned them a second prize
award at the show.
The eclectic blend of acts
at this year’s Battle of the
Bands should make the Intercollegiate Council proud.
It provided an outlet for three
very diverse schools to have
a good time and get to know
each other. Overall the show
was entertaining and very representative of each school’s
culture.
#,!2

· Pierce Geary ·
Contributing Writer

In order to encourage positive relations between
local colleges,
the Intercollegiate Council
has once again
brought together Wittenberg College, Antioch
College,
and
Cedarville University for the
annual Battle of
the Bands at
Antioch’s Student Center.
The
first
band to play
was
Witt e n b e r g ’s
Cultural
Relativity,
who featured
a jam band style fused with
classic rock and pop songs of
the oldies. Throughout most
of the songs, the lead singer
absolutely shredded his guitar
solos, as most seemed to have
been written solely for that
purpose. The vocal melodies
were also strong, as was the
overall song quality.
Cultural
Relativity’s
downfall was that their songs
often sounded too alike and
even the guitar solos started to
sound as if they were repeated
from a previous song. Overall,
the band displayed a passion
for their craft and put on a decent set.
Next was Cedarville University’s own SuperCede. SuperCede puts forth an energylaced rock sound with catchy
choruses and hooks. Although
their sound and lyrical style
would seem to better fit with
a CCM crowd, SuperCede
showed they at least had the
“guts” to play in the bar-like
atmosphere at Antioch while
remaining true to their values.
Their first song was a bit
ironic, as they sang, “sex,
drugs and rock ’n’ roll won’t
ever fill your soul” while half
the audience was smoking
cigarettes and drinking beer.
All of their songs displayed their faith unapologetically, and their performance
showed much perseverance,
as the sound system was experiencing heavy feedback
through their set. SuperCede
finished strong with their new
song, “Epic.”
The third band to play
was another from Wittenberg, the colorfully named
Caveman Lawyer. The group
featured a classic rock jam
band vibe, but played mostly
cover songs. With a trumpet,
djembe, acoustic, and a shredding lead guitarist backed by
a great rhythm section, Caveman Lawyer had a unique and
technically impressive sound.
They pleased the crowd
with such well-known songs
as “All Along the Watch-

29!.
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tower,” written by Bob Dylan,
but made famous by Jimi
Hendrix, as well as Aerosmith’s “Sweet Emotion” and
Sublime’s “What I Got.” By
re-creating favorite songs,
Caveman Lawyer won the
crowd over and made these
great songs seem like their
own, just before closing their
set with a strong jam session
full of guitar and trumpet solos. Their stellar performance
earned them third place in the
Battle of the Bands competition.
Next was Drive by Schiavo, obviously a fan favorite
in Antioch; as soon as they
were announced, almost every Antioch student burst into
screams. The band’s name is
curious for obvious reasons.
It may be meant humorously
and disrespectfully, or it could
mean that the band saw Terry
Shiavo’s treatment as a murder, much the same as a driveby shooting. Regardless of
their name, Drive by Shiavo
plays some seriously good
hardcore-inspired metal.
Using only one guitar, the
band’s sound never got sloppy,
yet had the chaos that is a
signature of metalcore. The
bassist’s and vocalist’s powerful vocals fueled the band’s
enjoyable, frenzied sounds.
Adding humor to their sound,
the vocalist started one song
with a kazoo and incorporated
a child-like guitar riff that was
ironically humorous next to
the furious mosh segments
in between. The crowd moshing by the crowd was violent,
yet controlled, as participants
picked up those around them
who fell down, making it
more of a dance than just a
brutal and chaotic melee of
hostility. Drive by Schiavo’s
talent, speed, and sense of fun
brought them the first prize of
$200.
Antioch’s second band,
The Morning Shakes, followed in the wake of bedlam
left by Drive by Schiavo. In
many ways, the Shakes were
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Entertainment Reviews
V for Vendetta
Well, it’s about time. With the 2006 film year lagging already, V for
Vendetta has quickened the pace. It’s the Wachowski brothers’ newest,
adapted from a graphic novel of the same name.
The setting is 2020 London, and the political scene is worse than
ever. Hitler, Big Brother, Saddam Hussein—you name it. Totalitarianism
reigns, along with fear, repression, and pesky curfews.
Enter the protagonists. “V,” played by Hugo Weaving, is an eloquent
liberator whose features are hidden under the plastic mask of Guy Fawkes,
a historical figure legendary for his failed “Gunpowder Plot” on the English Parliament in 1605. In his rise to infamy, V is a rousing freedom
fighter, frustrating the authorities while inspiring every citizen in the city.
His accomplice Evey (Natalie Portman) adds the human element to the
story as an innocent bystander, swept into intrigue and politics beyond
her experience.
The exposition is well-paced, as is the drama and intrigue. When V
gets going, whether sermonizing or murdering, his streams of eloquence
are dazzling, especially his initial monologue, where nearly every word
begins with the letter V. The mask’s mouth doesn’t move, but this doesn’t
hinder the character’s charisma; it’s easy to get lost in the voice and the
language.
In their Matrix trilogy, the Wachowski brothers have proven them-

selves where futuristic action is concerned, and Vendetta is no exception.
However, it isn’t the brooding visuals and combat sequences, but the political
statements, or pointed lack thereof, which carry this movie beyond most action fare. It entertains, but it makes you think, too. The quips are original. The
motifs are old, but their truths still resonate.
One cannot help but see parallels to today’s recent world events, especially
where the destruction of key national buildings is concerned. When bombs
explode in the movie, to the accompaniment of triumphant music and riotous
applause, it’s a tad eerie.
Don’t get the wrong impression. The circumstances are clearly defined:
this government is bad, evil, and, as in Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 or
Orwell’s 1984, is against freedom as we know it. But watching a building collapse as the result of one man’s vendetta may never be completely entertaining
again, no matter what the reasoning behind it.
“Violence can be used for good,” V tells Evey, and it can. But in a society
where good is relative and violence is rampant, such a maxim is risky when
promoted as a battle cry, especially where terrorists are concerned, and when
the terrorists’ methods aren’t so black-and-white.
Its R rating is for violence, language and intense situations. There is plenty
of moral ambiguity for the thinking Christian to process. All in all, Vendetta
is an entertaining two-plus hours of Orwellian critique at its finest.

Paper Tapes // The Lonely Hearts
A few years ago, an upstart power pop act named Holland came
out with an album titled Photographs and Tidal Waves. The album
was enjoyable, but didn’t really stand out from the other acts crowding the genre. Since then, the Holland brothers and original drummer Timothy “Yogi” Watts have added two new members and shifted
former bassist Josiah to keyboards. This reconstruction has evolved
their sound to more alternative rock with heavy influences from older
pop rock acts and Americana folk. Ultimately, the result is the newly
named The Lonely Hearts, a name taken from the Beatles’ album Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band.
The band’s Beatles influence always seems to emerge in the bridges of their songs, which contain many of the same musical ideas the
Beatles employed. However, The Lonely Hearts do this in a way that
is more reminiscent and “honoring” than outright plagiarism.
Grooving baselines are thrown into the album’s opener, “Passive
Aggressive,” showcasing the band’s ability to create a catchy hook.
Another great song is “Death of Me,” which has a more acoustic-focused guitar and a more southern flavor, especially in its vocal deliv-

ery, than the other songs on Paper Tapes. Even with this feel, the song it is
still very much a folk rock ballad rather than a country fest. “Weary Eyes”
is redolent of the Beatles’ artful pop style, even including the infamous
line “all you need is love” within the song’s chorus. “Movie Night” drones
of a friend’s mother struggling with cancer. The band addresses the problem of wrestling with the death of a loved one and what exactly that means
about God and life in general as Will Holland sings, “your eyelids fall like
a curtain call / Your breath is quickening / There are sweet stains on the
sheets / Little prayers slip through my teeth.” Musically, this powerful
song builds from a somber tune to a more Brit rock anthem and closes
with, “one day you will run with your hands in the air with a smile on your
face and the sun in your hair,” perhaps focusing on the joy of heaven rather
than dwelling on the pain of loss.
Overall, The Lonely Hearts have created a nice blend of several different styles and sounds in Paper Tapes. Thus far, the album is perhaps the
best of the year, yet also shows much potential for future growth.

Youth // Matisyahu
Matisyahu, a Hasidic Jewish reggae artist, has had quite the journey.
Born Matthew Miller, Matisyahu grew up as a dreadlocked, pot-smoking
hippie in New York. After a spiritual revelation in Colorado, a trip to Israel, a few months following Phish, and a stint in a wilderness correctional
school, Matthew found peace in Hasidic Judaism and changed his name
to Matisyahu.
Youth is the third album released from Matisyahu, and was preceded
by his live 2005 album, Live at Stubb’s. His new album is different from
Stubb’s: it is much more eclectic. Youth producer Bill Laswell is about as
avant-garde as it gets, and obviously had a heavy influence on the record.
Matisyahu’s bouncy lyrical delivery is fairly consistent throughout Youth,
but the music travels from jam band vibes to heavily distorted guitar
sounds and thick drum machine beats. Halfway into the album, the dance
hall feel drops suddenly for “What I’m Fighting For,” which consists of
just acoustic guitar and a very subdued synthesizer. The next song picks
right back up with turntables and reggae-spat words. Youth is varied, even
more so with the extra dub CD of remixed songs, but the warbling voice
C ONTINUED FROM BLUE JACKET B OOKS

internet for more than a year. The revenue she generates from
her online sales means BJB can stay afloat in spite of days that
only bring three or four customers through the door.
“It gets lonely some days, but I’m always busy, running the
online portion of the store,” said Svendsen. “I do have a few regulars already. And sometimes my neighboring business people
drop in to say hi.”
Svendsen is not your average book dealer. She worked her
way through the majority of a Ph.D. in History at Princeton
University; she was a year into a thesis exploring charismatic
religions on the American frontier when she opted to quit the
program.
“I guess I’m a hyper-educated person,” she admitted. “But
I got tired of doctoral work, and I decided I didn’t want to be a
professor.”
She went on to earn a Master’s degree in criminal justice
from Rutgers University, which enabled her to work both in a
battered women’s shelter and as a parole officer. With a bachelor’s degree from Cornell, her educational pedigree indicates
that she may be better qualified to run a university history department than a book store.
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of Matisyahu gives the whole album a sense of unity.
Matisyahu is at his best when singing about his reliance on “God.” “King
Without a Crown” begins with “You’re all that I have and You’re all that I need,
each and every day I pray to get to know You please, I want to be close to You,
yes I’m so hungry, You’re like water for my soul when it gets thirsty.”
If you don’t know much about Hasidic Jews, a good way to visualize their
appearance is to think of an Amish man—full beard, black and white clothes,
and a yarmulke or a brimmed hat. I bring this up because this is exactly how
Matisyahu dresses. He isn’t “infiltrating” culture with coded lyrics and a popular sound. He wears religious clothing (prayer shawls at concerts), sings explicitly religious lyrics, and has put out a very odd reggae album (not exactly
the most popular music genre at the moment).
Christians could learn from Matisyahu, who tours extensively and whose
videos are on rotation on MTV. We don’t really need to be “relevant.” We need
to be genuine, to actually have passion in our beliefs. Maybe we could even try
practicing what we preach—standing out instead of blending in.

FRONT PAGE

However, Svendsen has still found uses for her extensive
knowledge of literature and history. Though she stocks multiple genres—romances, thrillers, mysteries, children’s literature, and nature literature, among others—she makes sure to
carry titles with more “academic merit,” in fields like philosophy, theology, and history. With an entire section dedicated to
traditional literature, poetry, and criticism, Svendsen’s store is
appropriately stocked for a town within thirty miles of four colleges and universities.
A writer-of-sorts herself, Svendsen has even contributed to
one fairly popular literary conversation. With her father, she cowrote a book about the magical lore behind the popular Harry
Potter series by J.K. Rowling. Titled The Sorcerer’s Companion:
A Guide to the Magical World of Harry Potter, Svendsen—who
wrote under her maiden name—undertook and finished the
project over four months in early 2001. Her father, a professional
magician on the east coast, frequently travels to schools, performing and lecturing on the history of magic. When enough
kids began asking questions about the Harry Potter books,
Svendsen’s father approached her about writing a book.
After five years of successful sales and multiple rewrites,

Svendsen and her father have plans for one final edition to be
released after Rowling publishes the final novel in the series.
“I enjoy the Harry Potter books,” she said. “I’m not a fanatic,
but it was fun working on the book.”
Svendsen is quick to dismiss her various accomplishments,
but she laughs easily, often at her own quirkiness. “I’m a spontaneous person,” she said. “I guess I never know what I’m going
to do next. I had entertained the idea of opening a bookstore for
a few years, but it was never a serious plan. One guy came in
recently and asked about my business plan, and I thought, ‘business plan?’—I just like used books.”
Svendsen admits her interests are ever-changing, and Blue
Jacket Books may be only a temporary chapter in her life. But
for now, she is committed to seeing her business succeed in a
community she has come to love—a place with “nice people,”
but one lacking a good used bookstore.
“I want my bookstore to be a place where people can find
something unusual and interesting at a reasonable price,”
Svendsen said. “It’s like a treasure hunt. I think that’s the best
part about used book stores—when you find something unexpected.”

Chewbacca’s Day at Cedarvil e
Essay by Brandon Colas

Photos by Dan Czaplicki
Chewbacca beginning to speak, as the worship team to his right finishes “All Creatures
of our God and King.”
On March 31, 2006, Cedarville University experienced a historic event when Chewbacca
came to speak in chapel.

Chewbacca at the Hive.
He ordered a cheeseburger. And
yes, he wanted fries with that.

Chewbacca dividing the Word of Truth.
After his message, Senior Accounting major Laura Shuneson stated, “I had never understood or even heard what
a worldview was before Chewbacca came to chapel. But
he explained it as ‘your view of the world,’ which really
made things come together for me. We should talk about
worldviews at Cedarville.”

Chewbacca at the Fitness Center, benching 115 pounds—without a red towel nearby.
Although Chewbacca said he had a good experience at the gym, an unnamed Fitness Center
employee said that if he ever comes back, he’s going to receive a lengthy lecture about using
the right towel, because their system requires intricate towel tracking of all gym attendees,
a system well-devised both to measure and evaluate the numbers of people who come to the
gym, and a system which ensures that Cedarville students and faculty and staff can use the
gym, but not weirdoes off the street, which, arguably, Chewbacca might be, seeing as in this
picture he does not have the right towel.

Chewbacca, holding his meal from the Hive, with popular
philosophy professor Dr. Mills.
“We had a good conversation about free will and determinism and stuff,” explained Dr. Mills. “And boy is he
smart. Talking to him was like talking to someone from
another planet.”

Chewbacca talking to junior English major Bethany Deidel.
“He was so cute,” Bethany gushed to this
reporter. “And sooooo masculine. Chewbacca probably drives a big gas-guzzling
truck, just like real men.”
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Dr. Gerson Moreno-Riaño

Victoria Fiorelli

Associate Professor of Political Science

Junior Applied Psychology Major

1. What are your thoughts on missionaries?

1. What are your thoughts on missions?

Missionaries are exemplary people that deserve our respect, assistance, and love.
Besides giving to missions, I have been involved in visiting, assisting, and encouraging various
missionaries as I travel abroad. The greatest lesson I learned regarding missions was during my
academic visit to Central European University in Budapest, Hungary. There I learned of how
most American missionaries to Hungary lived a lavish lifestyle, with some even shipping their
American SUV’s to Hungary. This incensed Hungarians and turned them off to missions. Only a
handful of American missionaries in Hungary chose to live moderate lifestyles as other Hungarians. Those who did this had a much greater open door for Christ.

I think that all Christians are called to missions in some fashion. This is evident
throughout the Bible and especially in the Great Commission. Some are called to different countries, some throughout their own country, and some in their hometown. Missions is more than
going to the jungles or deserts. It is taking each person’s discipline and using that to reach those
who are lost and share Christ with them.

2. Is having a myspace, xanga, facebook, or live journal dangerous? If so, how?
Not inherently. These are dangerous only in how they are used. They are excellent
tools for fun and communication. But most often, given the research that has been conducted into
these web tools, people abuse them and become addicted to them. Further, the abuse of such tools
signals some deep psychological dysfunctionalities on the part of the addicts.

3. Describe your dream house.
Swiss Chalet overlooking Ascona, Switzerland. Perhaps the most beautiful European
town I have ever visited and one of the most romantic areas in the world.

2. Is having a myspace, xanga, facebook, or live journal dangerous? If so, how?
Yes, I think they can be dangerous. However, I don’t think this should keep people from
using them. Usually if you’re careful to not put personal information on there, watch where you
advertise it, and block certain users if needed, you will be fine. Also, some people can get certain
codes to see who has looked at your site.

3. Describe your dream house.
I would love a house in the suburbs, in a nice neighborhood. It would be open and have
lots of wood and dark rich colors. I would love a real wood burning fireplace in the living room.
Most of the rooms would be upstairs and [it would] have a furnished basement. A front porch with
a porch swing and a back porch with a grill and picnic table. A nice sized yard with a hammock
hanging from the trees and a swing set. Lastly, a garden with homegrown vegetables and flowers
planted all around the porch.

4. What does your name mean? How does that relate to you personally?
My name is a Spanish version of the Jewish Gershom. This name fi rst appears in the
Old Testament with Moses’s fi rst son being its bearer. My great-grandfather was Jewish and my
parents gave me this name. It means “A Stranger in a Strange Land.” Personally, it is the most
fitting name I could have since leaving my home country as a young child I have travelled much
and do not consider any place my home nor am I at home at any place. Consequently, the name
fits.

4. What does your name mean? How does that relate to you personally?
My name means victory. I’ve never thought about it in the sense of winning at sports or
other competitive activities. I have always thought about it as the victory I have in Christ. Especially when I am struggling with sin or am in a trial, I think of how Christ is already the victor.
I have victory in Christ to overcome sin and Satan. This thought encourages me many times and
helps me to fight and keep going. It makes such a difference when you know you already won and
are victorious.

5. Your worst fear:
Eating a live squid and having it kill me once it’s inside of me. I fi rst was told of such
a possible event looking at one of the food channels on cable TV. A particular show talked about
eating live small squids as being good and exotic food. But it warned of the possible deadly
culinary encounter.

Compiled by Julie Otis
Photography by Josh Wilcox

5. Your worst fear:
My worst fear is being harmed violently by someone. Either being kidnaped, attacked,
raped, or murdered. Many times people don’t think it will happen to them and don’t want to be
ignorant. Therefore, I have taken self defense and practice it so that I will be prepared if I ever do
get attacked. I am also very jumpy and get scared easily. This is why I hate horror movies and my
boyfriend loves taking me to them to scare me.

Compiled by Julie Otis
Photography by Josh Wilcox
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The opinions expressed herein are of the writers, but not necessarily those of Cedars, its staff, or of Cedarville University.

Cedars Mission Statement
Cedars is the student newspaper of Cedarville University.
It exists to inform, encourage and inspire our campus
community by providing information and opinions about
the local, national and global communities in which we live.
Cedars seeks to foster intellectual and cultural curiosity in our
readership and play a complementary role in an academic
community dedicated to promoting a biblical worldview.

Kinkade’s Art and
Behavior Troubling
family—ilYour mom
lustrating
a
is so kitsch.
lighter side of
Well, probably
the man his
· Heather Wenzel ·
not true, but
supporters
Contributing Writer
‘your mom’
say is genial
jokes have recently become and genuine, a ‘regular guy’
hilarious to me—ten years with small-town roots.” So
late, I realize. But you know small town, in fact, that he
who is kitsch?
Thomas does not deny the Pooh inKinkade. And with all the cident by explaining in a decontroversy
surrounding position that he had decided
End of the Spear actor Chad to “mark his territory,” alAllen, I’d like to publicly luding to “his practice of
cane Thomas Kinkade.
urinating outdoors, saying
You’ve all got the Day he ‘grew up in the country’
Planner. Your mom has the where it was common.”
mousepad. Your dad has the
To respond to the issue of
frame in his church office . . fondling women, Kinkade
. a nice cottage tucked away testified in a deposition that
in the woods, with an un- the parties involved “excesbelievable amount of bright sive drinking.”
yellow light emitting from
He does not deny these
the windows.
allegations (or any, for
(Note: That much light that matter) and said, “But
coming from the windows in you’ve got to remember,
broad daylight? Yeah, some I’m the idol to these women
kind of lighting is going on who are there…They’re enin that abandoned cottage.)
amored with any attention
Recently, quite the scan- I would give them. I don’t
dal has surrounded Amer- know what kind of flirting
ica’s favorite mass-art-pro- they were trying to do with
ducer. Several of his gallery me. I don’t recall what was
details are suing Kinkade going on that night.”
because they have invested
Ah, silly us. Now it
their life savings into open- makes sense.
ing his galleries, but KindAll this from a man who
kade himself undersells claimed that, Picasso “had
them at major retailers.
talent but didn’t use it in a
Bottom line: they’re significant way.”
losing lots of
On a remoney. Very
lated note, I
unfairly.
must mention
In
the
the Nate Saint
p r o c e s s ,
scandal, and apKinkade’s perply it to Thomas
sonal
integKinkade.
rity has been
In
recent
brought into
Cedars articles
the picture.
our campus has
According
debated whether
to The Guarda homosexual
ian
(March
should play a
26,
2006),
Christian marKinkade has been accused tyr in a secular film enviof “sexual harassment, ronment. I hope that those
fraudulent business prac- who believe it was incorrect
tices and bizarre incidents to have a homosexual play
of drunkenness including a Christian in a film (“Stop
(relieving himself) in public Abusing Love”) will also
places.” This public place feel inclined to apply these
was a Disneyland Winnie same principles to Kinkade.
the Pooh statue. (Cue the
Amid the scandal, I must
play on words.)
remind my dear readers of
This is a far cry from Kinkade’s (ahem) warming
the bright image Kinkade words: “I will still be here,
usually portrays. Accord- sitting in front of my easel,
ing to March 17 LA Times, trying my best to share the
he “came to embody its light.”
underlying themes of faith,
Good to know, Tom.
family and life’s blessings. Good to know.
He speaks lovingly of his

Saving Sex, but Why?
Abstinence: It is one of
percent of Americans end
the hottest topics in evangelitheir marriages in divorce.
cal culture, and yet for the life
Interestingly, 27 percent of
of me I can’t quite figure it
“born-again” evangelicals
out.
follow suit.
· Joe Dugan ·
Before I begin, let me
Don’t get me wrong: I
News Editor
qualify what I am about to say
am not suggesting that marwith four claims, so that I can
riage is bad. There are many
avoid any kind of reactionary fallout.
social and financial benefits to the institu1.
I am not arguing in favor of pre- tion. Nor am I opposed to weddings; they
marital sex.
can be beautiful opportunities for Christians
2.
I am not disputing the idea that to gather together and witness a declaration
sex should exist between two committed of lasting love between the happy couple.
persons, sworn before God “and these witWhat I don’t understand is why sex is
nesses” ’til death do them part.
inherently bad (in-and-of itself sinful, not
3.
I am not attempting to justify my merely problematic) before we “seal the
own behavior. I have rigorous standards for deal” with an official federally-recognized
personal purity that I have adopted through ceremony. If a public commitment is possible
careful thought and prayer.
outside of the confines of “marriage proper,”
4.
I am not presenting an answer to which it certainly is, then why is it categoriany of this; just food for thought.
cally necessary to abstain until the money
Moving on: like
has been spent and
most of us, I grew
the rings are in place
...if we are going to
up in a community
and the pigeons drop
exclusively advocate
in which premarital
dead from the rice
abstinence before
sex was viewed as
they’ve consumed?
marriage, we ought to
the eighth deadly
What is sex, anysin. “How do you
way? “Never touch
work toward some kind
start a fire?” asks
of consensus as to what here, here, or here,”
Tommy
Nelson,
we say, but we don’t
that constitutes.
founder of the celseem to have a conebrated Song of
sistent standard.
Solomon seminar that travels the nation enOne Christian might draw the line at incouraging young persons to abstain. “If you tercourse, another at three-second kisses. We
take kindling and spread lighter fluid all over groan with misery at the waywardness of the
it and light it, it looks like a roaring blaze, current generation, yet we can offer nothing
but it goes out in seconds. Well, that’s pre- better than a highly individual set of stratemarital sex.”
gies to ensure this abstract thing we like to
Nelson isn’t alone in his fight. Thousands call “purity.”
of evangelicals have spent millions of dolI am not calling for a change in lifestyle;
lars developing curricula and workshops in I am arguing for a shift in language.
a frequently vain attempt to persuade their
If we are going to say that premarital sex
kids to wait. They write songs and books and is absolutely sinful, that it is destructive, depoetry; they shoot graphic video footage of ceptive, and ungodly in its own right, then
diseased sex organs; they even perpetuate we had better be able to qualify that statethe lie that there is “absolutely no safe sex ment with something substantial. And if we
outside of marriage.” A wedding, they insist, are going to exclusively advocate abstinence
is God’s single ordained gateway into the before marriage, we ought to work toward
world of copulation.
some kind of consensus as to what that conCall me crazy, but I simply don’t see the stitutes.
concrete foundation for the evangelical conSince I am inclined to think that we will
sensus. The federal institution of marriage fail on both of these criteria, I am persuaded
is more or less a flexible contract between that we should be less arrogant, more open
two people. It is an exchange of vows in the to dialogue, more flexible in our extension
presence of at least one witness; in this way of grace to Christians who make different
it is much like signing a will or a deed to a choices with regard to life and love and all
house.
that jazz.
Not only is marriage in this sense an
Save sex for marriage; sure. But we
unglamorous technicality, it is also easily should consider our motives and be careful
broken. A George Barna poll found that 25 of the way we present our case.
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Stop Abusing Each Other
· Jeremy Stephens ·
Contributing Writer

I have been thinking quite
a bit recently about writers
—particularly Christian ones.
It’s not so much the writers
I’ve been thinking about, but
the people who read Christian authors and then feel the
necessity to comment on all
their disagreements.
I recently read a Cedars
article entitled “Stop Abusing Love.” The article is a response to an article written in
the previous edition by Bryce
Bahler who felt that we should
treat homosexuals with love
before we confronted them
with their sin. “Stop Abusing
Love” included a cavalcade of
verses which were used without apparent regard to context in order to prove Bryce
wrong.
Now I admit that I had my
disagreements with the original article, but why do we expect authors to have the same
infallible and inspired writing
that scriptural writers have?
If my theology serves me
correctly, the only way those
writers wrote a perfect document was with God’s help.
Why is it, then, that when an
author attempts to express his
views on a topic, or share with
others how the Spirit has been
moving in his or her life, we

feel the necessity to point out claimed by these brothers.
every place where they are
Maybe we should stop
wrong?
tearing each other down,
In the first chapter of Phi- and instead take the perlippians, Paul is comforting ceived good from someone’s
the believers in Philippi, who thoughts and make sure that
are very concerned about the it’s elucidated. We should let
fact that he has been impris- the things we don’t agree with
oned. They had sent him a fade from our memory. By no
letter telling them that they means should we allow falsewere worried, and spoke of hood to perpetuate, but neither
people who were preaching should we barrage each other
Christ with
bad motivaMaybe we should stop
tions.
tearing each other down,
M o s t
scholars
and instead take the
agree that
perceived good from
these people
someone’s thoughts
who
are
and make sure that it’s
preach i ng
falsely are
elucidated.
Christians.
Concerning these wayward with Bible verses and polemibrothers Paul astonishingly cal statements in the spirit of
says that he takes joy in know- one-upmanship.
ing that the Gospel is being
As a better Christian than
preached—regardless of mo- I once wrote, “Instead of betives. He states that, “in every ing motivated by selfish amway, whether in pretense or bition or vanity, each of you
in truth, Christ is being pro- should, in humility, be moved
claimed, and in this I rejoice.” to treat one another as more
Paul recognizes that the truth important than yourself.” We
of Christ is making its way need to remember that as a
out, and this makes him pretty family, we should treat each
happy.
other with love and respect.
It is interesting that one When we interact with each
of the men we consider more other, outsiders are watching,
spiritual, more on fire for God and Christ can use our love
than anyone else, focuses on for each other to draw them
the good things being pro- to Him.

“

Big Trucks: A Response
· Emily Van Vliet ·
Contributing Writer

I read Zimmerman’s editorial, “Long Live the Truck”
in the most recent issue of Cedars, and was shocked to find
such material published—for
several reasons.
At the opening of his editorial, Zimmerman justifies the
use of large vehicles for farming. If he had stopped at this
point, I could only agree. He
didn’t. He went on to query
what could possibly be wrong
with the purposeless use of
large vehicles. At a fundamental level, it constitutes the
waste of natural resources. In
a day when Iran is in conflict
with the United States, Iraq
may be on the verge of civil
war, and oil prices recently hit
$70 a barrel (while only a few
years ago, $40 a barrel was
unheard-of), it is intensely
foolish to advocate the waste
of such a natural resource for
the sake of testosterone levels.
This overconfident, perhaps overly patriotic arrogance
demonstrates an ethnocentric
and egocentric international
lack-of-perspective. Far be
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it for Zimmerman to think
that this nation, shackled by
international debt and blackmarked by ever-increasing
international disrespect for
its preemptive action, could
possibly not depend on other
countries for oil. How can he
be so presumptuous as to think
that this precious resource exists to fuel his ego trip? While
one man alone cannot cause a
shortage of natural resources
(thank heaven!), this mentality, if widespread, could.
As if all that wasn’t
enough, Zimmerman continues. He equates a man’s
deepest desire to a longing for
power. If his article included
more analysis on this, perhaps
he could be considered a modern Machiavelli. Unfortunately, that comparison would
be far too generous.
Zimmerman’s article reduces the male gender to a
power-hungry, women-lusty
group. There were days when
a man’s courage, leadership,
and character were prized, but
apparently that time is passed.
How can Cedars unabashedly
publish an article that reduces
men to the status of domineer-

ing sexual creatures?
Unfortunately, Zimmerman doesn’t treat “the fairer
sex” any more kindly. He
speaks of them as baited, lured
by a shiny, (power) belching,
monstrous truck!
From a purely practical
perspective, these beastly
vehicles are excessively inconvenient to even climb into
when one is wearing a skirt
or heels. This, however, is
the least of my concerns with
Zimmerman’s comments—
how dare he view women as
only greedy and materialistic,
attracted to men because of
their cars? While my sex is
far from perfect, we are indubitably more complex that
Zimmerman implies, if nothing else.
Zimmerman’s insults to
and gross oversimplifications of both men and women
are intolerable. The fact that
Zimmerman could actually
write such nonsense and sign
his name to it is abhorrent.
The fact that it was published
in a paper meant to reflect
the views of the student body
should be acutely embarrassing to each of us.

COM

New Issues, Same Pettiness
As I sit down to write this
at work in the church comes
article, I am not sure where to
from the early 1900s: Bishop
begin. My task this week is to
Wright oversaw a church in
frame a logical and challenging
North Carolina. He truly loved
discussion on the pettiness that
God and wanted to serve Him.
· Bryce Bahler ·
infiltrates the church. I am to
With this in mind he decided
Staff Writer
present the idea that the church
to preach against the evils of
spends too much energy on inthat day.Scared of the rapidly
consequential issues, for example what styles changing technological realm and the adof music should be sung in church and wheth- vances that were changing the world, Wright
er or not the “H word” should be printed in preached against the evils of modern technolthe school newspaper, and not enough time on ogy, especially the desire to fly. (Yes, I mean
things that really matter, such as helping lost to fly, like in an airplane!) Wright believed
and hurting people find the Hope they need.
that according to the Bible, it would be a sin
This idea is somewhat personal to me. for man to fly. He preached this adamantly
Partly because I tend to get passionate about and with conviction. It is more than just ironic
these kinds of things, and partly because I had that he had two sons named Orville and Wilan article that was cut from the last Cedars is- bur, who would become the first humans to
sue. The article used prostitution as an anal- achieve the sin of flight. Instead of loving
ogy for how people often “sell out” just to get people and valuing people more than ideas,
others to like them. In a way it was very simi- Wright allowed pettiness to mar the image of
lar to the book of Hosea. I am not saying that God and his Word.
my writing is God-inspired, or that story of
We live in a world where
Hosea is about people who worry what oth153,000 people die every
ers think of them. I am just saying that the
analogies were similar.
day... In fact, about 45
However, due to the recent controversies
people have died since
regarding “offensive language” in Cedars,
you started reading this
my article was cut. This made me sad. Not
article.
that my article was cut, because I got to use
the article for something else. But I was sad
and frustrated because I saw firsthand how
petty Christians can be.
It is unlikely that the church will comWe live in a world where about 153,000 pletely give up its pointless bickering. There
people die every day. That’s enough people to will always be something to fight about, but
fill the DMC chapel 50 times. That many peo- my desire is to see the next generation of
ple die, every day. That’s a person every 1.78 Christians move past the useless chatter that
seconds. Dead. In fact, about 45 people have has so marred our reputation and effectiveness
died since you started reading this article.
among the lost, and begin to recognize that
I am not saying all that to make you feel among the myriad of possible ways to spend
guilty or to make you sad. I just wish people our resources, we should begin to invest in
could understand how close-minded we are. people and God’s truth above anything else.
We live in our safe little boxes. We keep all
the evil music, evil TV shows, evil politics out
there. And we stay nice and comfy in here.
And I think it’s getting a little cramped. ’Cause
we can’t seem to stop fighting.
It wasn’t meant to be this way. I don’t think
Jesus’ admonishment that “they
(the world) will
know you are my
disciples, if you
love one another”
included the idea
of fighting over
a single word of
expression (which
was printed by
mistake). There
are millions of
other
examples
that I could put to
represent the pettiness I see every
day, in my life and
the lives of Christians all around
me.
Please don’t
Life is complex. Prepare to help people manage
misunderstand
me!
When it
the challenges of life.
comes to foundaAzusa Pacific University’s graduate programs in Clinical
tional truths, like
Psychology offer:
is Jesus the Son
of God and did He
• An APA-accredited Psy.D. Program
die for our sins, we
• M.A. in Clinical Psychology (Marriage/Family Therapy emphasis)
should unwaver• A curriculum that integrates spirituality and values
ingly stand for the
truth. But when
• A blend of theoretical and practical elements of psychology
it comes to other
• Alignment with current California licensure requirements
things, like if men
can wear hats in
For more information about APU’s graduate psychology programs:
church or whether
someone can lis(800) 825-5278
call
ten to Sir Elton
www.apu.edu/education/tips
click
John and still be
cadermatt@apu.edu (Psy.D.)
email
a Christian, please
kakers@apu.edu (M.A.)
just give it a rest.
apply www.apu.edu/apply
A vivid ex0805
ample of pettiness
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Yellow Jacket Baseball
Mid-Week Mayhem!

Ladies’ Tennis Undefeated in
March; Men Rebounding
· Justyn Yager ·
Contributing Writer

Contributing Writer

One of the biggest athletic events of the spring
semester is almost upon
us! On Wednesday, April
19, the Cedarville University Yellow Jacket Baseball team will be hosting
the Wilmington College
Quakers at Fifth Third
Field in Dayton at 6:00
p.m. This won’t be a usual
home game for the Yellow
Jackets, as the night will
be jam-packed with entertainment, evangelism, and
a great baseball game, not
to mention the splendor of
a fi rst-class stadium. Get
ready for a mid-week extravaganza!
As if a Yellow Jacket
baseball game under the
lights in such a sweet stadium against two Miami
Valley rivals isn’t enough,
tons of entertainment will
be going on throughout
the game. Between-inning
events such as relay races,
a home run derby, and singing competitions are being
planned in a fashion that
pits Cedarville fans against
Wilmington fans.
The April 19 event will
provide not only entertainment, but also an amazing
opportunity for evangelism. Former big leaguer Bill Wegmen will be
speaking to the crowd after
the game about his experiences in professional baseball and his relationship
with the Lord. Wegman,
whose daughter Trisha is
a sophomore at Cedarville,
pitched for the Milwaukee

Brewers from 1985-1995.
He was drafted in the 5th
round of the 1981 Amateur
Draft and spent his entire
career in the Brewers organization. The 6’5”, 220-lb
right-handed pitcher had
his best season in 1991,
when he earned the Hutch
Award for Comeback Player of the Year with a 15-7
record and a 2.84 ERA.
For $10, students can
buy a ticket package for the
game; this includes a ticket, a free hat, transportation in a charter bus to and
from the game, a $5 food
voucher, and an entry into
drawings for free Dragons
gear and gift certificates.
Otherwise, free tickets are
available at the gate. Ce-

darville is planning to fi ll
two charter buses with students, and one student on
each bus will win a free
game package of Dayton
Dragons gear. Tickets can
be purchased in the lower
SSC during lunch hours.
The Yellow Jacket baseball game in Dayton is being promoted by the Event
Planning and Production
class in the Sports Management department here
at Cedarville. The class
learns how to structure
an event for the public
through fi nancial planning,
risk management, scheduling, facility use, communication, registration, and
promotions. This hands-on
experience of working with

the Dayton Dragons is a
great learning tool as well.
While the stage is set
for an outstanding evening
on April 19, the evening’s
success will depend on the
Cedarville student body.
When the Yellow Jackets
last played at Fifth Third
Field in the fall of 2005, the
game had a packed-out student section of hundreds of
faithful fans who spurred
the Jackets on to an 11-0
victory. This time there’s
an even a better reason to
join in on the fun—to support the message of Christ
through athletics. Don’t
miss the biggest athletic
event of the spring, as tickets will sell out fast!

Golf Opens Spring Season Tournament
· Ryan Short ·
Contributing Writer

After
hibernating
through the cold Ohio winter, the Cedarville University men’s golf team
returned to the links on
Friday, March 31 at the
Urbana Invitational for
the start of the spring season. Playing in windy and
wet conditions, the Jackets
hacked their way to a team

“

most the team, remarked,
“We had to play in some
really tough conditions. I
think it was a good win for
us even though our scores
were a little higher than we
would’ve liked.” Brett Bigler agreed, “A win’s a win,
we’ll look at it that way
and keep on improving our
games.”
Brendan Ojala had a
less optimistic take on the

The Jackets, coming
off one of the most
successful fall seasons in
Cedarville University golf
history, were happy to
find success at the onset
of the spring season.

score of 311, which was
good for fi rst place in the
tournament.
Trevor Bowman, expressing feelings held by

tourney; with amazement
he quipped, “We played
pretty hideous but we were
able to somehow win the
whole thing.”

Leading
the
Jackets was Junior Adam
Schlappi, who took 76
shots to complete the par 71
course. Junior Scott Aker
recorded a 77. Freshmen
Brendan Ojala and Trevor
Bowman shot a pair of 79s,
respectively, while fellow
freshman Bigler carded an
80.
Participating in the
tournament
unattached
to Cedarville (because
each team can only have
five golfers of which four
scores count towards the
team score), and showing
the depth of the men’s golf
program were Taylor Durling (77), Travis Roach (81),
Brent Martin (84), and Dan
Servi (87).
The Jackets, coming off
one of the most successful
fall seasons in Cedarville
University golf history,
were happy to fi nd success
at the onset of the spring
season. However, they look

forward to playing better as
the weather and their golf
games improve. Aker, an
NCCAA All-American in
the fall, says that the win
“was a good start to what
we want to accomplish this
spring.” Schlappi concurs,
“We just need to keep it
going and prepare as best
as we can for all of our upcoming tournaments.”
The men’s golf team
has six more invitationals,
including the AMC/NAIA
Region IX Tournament
where the team will look to
qualify for NAIA Nationals, something that has only
been done twice in the history of the Cedarville golf
program. The potential is
certainly there, as is the
work ethic. With any luck,
this tight-knit group of
Cedarville linksters could
rewrite the record books
at Cedarville—and have a
great time doing it.

The Lady Jackets have
had smooth sailing so far
this season. The girls are
now 3-0 after easily defeating Wilmington 9-0 in
their last match. They are,
as they say, rolling.
The team started out
the season with a convincing 8-1 win over Judson
College. All three Jacket
doubles teams dominated,
as did five of the six Jacket
singles players. Laura McCully, Olivia Dolph, Jade
Burley, Sarah Anderson,
and Stacey Reeder all had
singles wins against Judson. The winning doubles
teams consisted of Jodi
Kraker and Laura McCully, Alisa Rutt and Melinda
Workman, and Anna Strayhorn and Stacey Reeder.
The team’s next win
came against Earlham.
The Lady Jacket netters
won the match 6-3, with
wins coming from Kraker,
Rutt, Verwys, Workman,
Reeder, and the doubles
pairing of Rutt and Workman.
The girls’ most recent win came when they
blanked Wilmington, winning all 9 points in a match
at the Springfield Racquet
Club. Winners in singles
that day were Kraker,
Rutt, McCully, Verwys,
Workman, and Reeder. In
doubles the winning duos
were Rutt and Verwys,
Kraker and McCully, and
Workman and Dolph.
The Lady Jackets’ individual records are obviously looking impressive at
this point as well. Kraker,
Rutt, Workman, Verwys,
and Reeder are all 2-0, and
Laura McCully is 2-1. The
Lady Jackets will next take
on Indiana-Southeast and
Bellarmine this weekend.
The Cedarville men
are also streaking after a
rough start. They began
the season by losing their
first three games, before

winning their next four.
After a tough 5-4 loss to
Erskine, they lost to the
four-time defending NCCAA champs from North
Greenville 7-2. The final
loss in the three match
skid came against CarsonNewman, who also beat
the Jackets 7-2.
The guys’ winning
streak began against Earlham, whom they defeated
7-2. Asbury was their second victim as the men dominated the match to win
9-0. The Jackets gained
another decisive victory at
Wilmington, posting an 81 win. The most recent win
in the four game run was
a 6-3 win over Bellarmine
at the Springfield racquet
club.
The victory against
Bellarmine brought the
guys’ record to 4-3. Individual records for the
Jackets are also beginning
to turn around after a slow
start. Tim Hartman is 3-3
at number one singles and
5-2 in number one doubles
with his partner, Jake Bezeck. Bezeck is 4-3 with
the majority of his playing time in the number
two spot. Jacob Rogers,
a freshman phenom, is 34 at number three singles
and 3-3 in number 2 doubles with his partner Dan
Ballard. Ballard, playing
mostly number four singles is 3-4.
Mike Rhoads and Kevin Furst are undefeated at
number three doubles and
Rhoads is 3-4 at number
five singles. Derek Hostetter is off to a great start
at number six singles, beginning the season 6-1.
Emanuel Dolph also has a
singles win and is 1-1 with
his doubles partner Jared
Michonski.
The guys are starting to
play, and it is going to be
an exciting season. Come
see their next home match
this Friday, April 7, against
conference foe Seton Hill.
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PLAYER
PROFILE
Jodi Kraker

Emory Classic: Men’s
Track Dominates
· Josh Saunders ·
Contributing Writer

· Phil Buben ·

Jodi Kraker’s abilities go
Jodi attributes much of
Contributing Writer
far deeper than what meets
her success to her father and
the eye. Observers see her as an enduring tennis coaches over the years who have
powerhouse on the court with a perfect 3-0 stayed with her in the ups and downs of her
record in the number one singles spot this career. “They have been very selfless with
spring. She is consistent and determined, their time and never stopped encouraging
yet her quiet leadership speaks volumes me,” she said
about her character.
Because of their influence and KrakThis standout from Holland, Michigan er’s own dedication on the court, she has
also played volleyball in high school, lead- developed tremendously since her freshing her team to the 2002 district champi- man year. “I have learned over the years to
onship. However, her true love has always use more strategy in my game. In college,
been for the tennis court. Since her begin- the game is much more than just pounding
nings as a member of the Cedarville ten- the ball as hard as you can; I try to stay
nis team, Jodi’s natural skills have shined focused and optimistic during a game, alboldly, playing number one singles since ways thinking on the court.”
her freshman season.
Teammates describe her as a leader by
Kraker has been honored with several example, patient, and always enduring. As
awards but maintains a humble spirit. She she continues in her final season at Cehas been named an NCCAA All-American darville, Jodi has tried not to think about
in both singles and doubles every year she the added pressure of her “last stand.” “I
has participated. She has also been named simply want to continue working hard to
to the AMC team her freshman season and give the honor and glory to God, the same
the South Division Team both her sopho- mindset as always.” Although she desires
more and junior seasons. Her 20-31 career to continue to improve her record, she addrecord is quite remarkable considering that ed that tennis is also about the opportunishe is competing against the best opponent ties for developing relationships and being
from every opposing team.
a witness for Christ.
Kraker’s teammates continually look
Jodi loves the outdoors and enjoys
up to her for her mature mindset on and spending time with her family. She plans
off the court: “This year I have been view- to work in a geriatric field after graduating
ing tennis as a challenge to play the ball from Cedarville, but would love to coach
on every volley, not merely focusing on tennis one day.
beating the opponent. Then the results just
happen.”
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Humble Spirit, Powerful Serve

Last Thursday the men’s and women’s
track teams made the long journey down
to Emory University, near Atlanta, Georgia. The two-day meet started on a perfect
Friday afternoon with the temperature hovering around 75 degrees. Kevin Hall and
Elisabeth Pyles got the meet started on a
positive note as they both cruised to wins in
the steeplechase. For those not familiar with
the steeplechase, this event is one of the most
difficult in track. The participants must run
nearly two miles and jump over five hurdles
per lap, one of which the athlete must land
in water. Hall easily won with a time of 9:30
while Pyles hit an NAIA automatic mark
with four seconds to spare in 11:21.
The men’s team continued on their winning way, as they collected first place finishes
in every event on Friday. Dan Campbell won
the 10k in a time of 31:43, which automatically qualified him for the NAIA Outdoor
Track and Field Championships which are
held in Fresno, California. In the throwing
events, Neil Henning won the hammer with
a heave of 158’7”, and Joel Smith easily won
the javelin by about 30’ with an automatic
qualifying mark of 192’11”. Jim Sawin followed these performances by winning the
high jump with a leap of 6’3.5”. The men’s
team scored more points on Friday than any
other team did in both days of competition.
The women’s team was also in first place
after the day was over. Samantha Maat
torched the competition in the 10k and hit an
NAIA automatic qualifying mark by almost
a minute with a time of 37:46. That was the
only win of the day for the girls; however,
they had numerous others who placed high
in their respective events. Keri Hilty finished second in the high jump with a leap
of 4’11.25”. In the throws, Emily Peacock
displayed her versatility as she scored 27

Softball Drops 3 of 4
· Andrea Walker ·
Contributing Writer
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points in four different events. Peacock
won the hammer and the discus by throwing 143’1” and 117’, respectively. She also
finished fourth in the shot put with a toss of
35’11.5” and seventh in the javelin with a
hurl of 95’4”.
On the second day of competition, the
night after getting lost in Atlanta and doing
laps around the local Hong Kong Chinese
Restaurant (which, by the way, has excellent food), both Cedarville squads woke up
bright and early to compete. Ryan Bundenthal, our local hurdling and euchre expert,
finished second in the 400m hurdles (55.29)
and placed first in the 110 high hurdles
(15.12). Jason Scott continued his unbeaten
streak in the pole vault by clearing 16’0.25”
and finished right behind Bundenthal in the
110 high hurdles to continue Cedarville’s
dominating performance. In the shot put,
Neil Henning and Ben Michaud finished
one-two with throws of 49’3” and 48’6.25”,
respectively. The Cedarville distance runners also ran well as they claimed victory in
all but one of the heats they were entered in.
The women’s team was led by Courtney
Reid, who competed in four events, finishing first in the 400m hurdles (1:04.94), second in the 100m hurdles (15.99) and 200m
dash (26.53), and fourth in the 400m relay
(52.78). Keri Hilty, an All-American runner,
easily won the 800m in 2:15 and anchored
the 1600m relay team to a first place finish.
The women’s team held the lead throughout the meet; however, Emory outdistanced
them by two points after scoring well in the
triple jump.
Overall, there were many excellent performances from our Cedarville athletes who
were able to compete above and beyond
expectations despite the non-Cedarville
weather, a Microtel (our shady hotel), and
having to watch the Ninja Turtles for two
hours while stuck on the 10-hour bus ride.

April showers came a day early as the
Cedarville softball team split a rainy doubleheader with Geneva on Friday, March
31. Although Cedarville tallied eight hits to
Geneva’s six in the opener, Geneva was able
to manufacture more runs, winning 5-4.
Aubree Munson, Emily Millay and Andrea
Walker each tripled and Erin Dimeolo joined
Walker in contributing two hits apiece for the
Jackets. On the defensive side, pitcher Allie
Smith struck out ten batters to lead CU.
The tide turned in the second game when
Charissa Rowe knocked the first pitch of the
fifth inning out of the park for the go-ahead
run and her first career home run. The Lady
Jackets rallied to win solidly 8-3 as several
of the women pounded out multiple hits.
Millay, Jackie Greetham, and Kim Bowman
had two each while Dimeolo went 3 for 4, including a triple. Dimeolo also was credited
with three of Cedarville’s runs.
After ten consecutive losses to Cedarville in previous years, Seton Hill was not
fooled again as they seized two wins in the
doubleheader on April 1, 3-2 and 5-3. Munson and Erica Schroeder combined for four
of the team’s five total hits in the first game,

including a double by Schroeder. Cedarville
scored early, but Seton Hill tied the game
soon after, then knocked in the winning run
in the bottom of the 7th.
Despite their ten hits in the second game,
the Lady Jackets were unable to rally for a
win. Schroeder, Walker, and Sarah Hoffman contributed six of the ten, tallying two
hits apiece. Seton Hill made their eight hits
count, leaving only three runners on base in
contrast to Cedarville’s nine.
“They’re good contact hitters. When you
play a team like that, you’ve got to out-hit
them,” Assistant Coach Jay Skrabacz commented, and Head Coach Sue Carpenter
agreed, “They just out-played us.”
The Lady Jackets edged back down toward .500 with an 11-10 record. Currently
leading the women at the plate is Dimeolo
with a .441 batting average, followed by
Munson at .299.
The Yellow Jackets are seeking to break
the record for the most stolen bases in a season (currently set at 94 out of 115 attempts)
and are well on their way, boasting 55 stolen bases out of 58 attempts. Dimeolo and
Millay lead the team with 14 and 12 stolen
bases, respectively
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SPORTS

SPORTS SCHEDULE Eat ’Em Up: Gators are
MEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
25-Mar

Cedarville Open

Cedarville

1st of 7

1-Apr

Emory Classic

Atlanta, GA

1st of 16

Tourney Champs

WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
25-Mar

Cedarville Open

Cedarville

1st of 6

1-Apr

Emory Classic

Atlanta, GA

2nd of 18

BASEBALL
28-Mar

Myers

W, W

5-2, 6-0

29-Mar

Indiana Wesleyan

W, L

4-1, 0-2

1-Apr

Ohio Dominican

W, L

7-6, 4-5

27-Mar

Concordia

W, W

1-0, 11-3

29-Mar

Walsh

W

6-5,

31-Mar

Geneva

L, W

4-5, 8-5

1-Apr

Seton Hill

L, L

2-3, 3-5

25-Mar

Bellarmine

W

6-3,

31-Mar

Walsh

L

4-5,

1-Apr

Roberts Wesleyan

W

8-1,

SOFTBALL

MEN’S TENNIS

WOMAN’S TENNIS
23-Mar

Wilmington

W

9-0,

1-Apr

Malone

W

7-2,

GOLF

· Andrew Sweigard ·
Contributing Writer

After the excitement during the first two
rounds of the NCAA Tournament, it was
clear that anything was possible. In my
opinion, this has been the most unpredictable and memorable tournament I have ever
seen, producing more close games than my
heart should take. Despite the heart attacks
and even though my personal picks all took
a dive, I enjoyed watching this year’s bracket
play itself out.
The Sweet Sixteen match-ups were all
excellent games. Every competition was
close, with the exception of Memphis over
Bradley (80-64), which ended the 13 seed’s
hard-fought Cinderella run this year. Though
George Mason and LSU only produced 8point wins over their respective opponents,
it could be said that they also clearly dominated those games.
George Mason continued its surprising

“

Florida was on a
completely different level
the entire game, as they
were out-hustling, outshooting, out-rebounding,
[...] the bewildered Bruins.

winning streak by beating up on Wichita
State 63-55, which made them the lowest
seed left in the tournament up to that point.
LSU also dominated Duke for most of the
game as Garret Temple held Duke star J.J.
Redick to just 11 points.
Villanova barely squeezed by Boston
College by one point in overtime when Eagles forward Sean Williams accidentally left
’Nova forward Will Sheridan wide open under the basket during an out of bounds play
with just three seconds left on the clock.
UCLA made an amazing comeback
against Adam Morrison and the Gonzaga
Bulldogs and ended up winning 73-71. Gonzaga was dominating until UCLA went on
an 11-0 run to end the game. The run was
completed by UCLA guard Jordan Farmer,
who stole the ball from Gonzaga forward
J.P. Batista and assisted on fellow teammate
Luc Richard Mbah a Moute’s game-winning
bucket with 10 seconds left on the clock.
Texas defeated West Virginia (74-71)
on a last second 3-pointer by guard Kenton
Paulino, Florida beat Georgetown 57-53,
and finally Connecticut pulled out a 98-92
victory over Washington in overtime.
The next round saw the rest of the number one seeds eliminated. UCLA continued
its knack for winning close games by knocking off Memphis in a scrappy defensive bat-

Baseball photography
courtesy of John Hudson.
See more of John’s
outstanding work at
www.pbase.com/nakedyak

tle that finalized at 50-45. Florida’s heavy
big-man attack was too much for the much
smaller Villanova Wildcat team, and the Gators steamrolled, pulling out a 13 point victory 75-62.
While the former games were not all
that exciting, the other two match-ups were.
LSU beat Texas by 10 (70-60) in overtime
with 6’ 9”, 310 pound LSU center Glen “Big
Baby” Davis sealing the game with a beautiful three-pointer. However, the most memorable game would have to go to George
Mason over Connecticut 86-84 in overtime.
This marks only the second time in tournament history that a team seeded this low has
made it to the Final Four. George Mason, an
11 seed out to prove that they are among the
best teams in the country, beat three of the
NCAA’s top programs in this year’s tournament. Michigan State, defending champion
North Carolina, and finally the annual powerhouse Connecticut
are all among the list
of teams that George
Mason can now boast
of beating. They
overcame
significant size deficiencies
(especially
against
Connecticut)
and
out-hustled their opponents on their way
to victory.
George Mason’s trip to the Final Four
ended when the team faced future Tourney
champion Florida (73-58). UCLA turned in
one of their best defensive performances of
the season by holding LSU to only 45 points
and scoring 59 themselves.
This set up an interesting finals matchup that few people expected. UCLA was
considered to be an overrated 2 seed and
Florida was under-hyped all season because
of their streaky performances during midseason. However, number three seed Gators
showed everyone why they deserved to be
there. Right from the beginning, they were
all over UCLA on both ends of the court,
blowing out UCLA 73-57. Florida was on a
completely different level the entire game,
as they were out-hustling, out-shooting, outrebounding, and simply out-playing the bewildered Bruins. It was obvious that Florida
was in good shape when the majority of their
field goals in the second half seemed to be
unguarded massive, two-handed dunks. The
Gators’ play as a team greatly impressed me,
as they easily broke a tough UCLA full court
press, were very balanced in terms of inside
and outside shooting, were incredibly unselfish (which translated into dunks), and were
tenacious on defense. The Florida Gators are
your 2006 National Champions.

